
 

©2024 Ripple English | https://www.ripple-realprogram.com

英語資格試験の学習は、解いた後の復習をしなければほとんど効果はありません。 
答え合わせをしておしまいにせずに、テキストの音読練習やリスニング、多読学習
などのインプット学習を何度も反復して記憶に定着させましょう。ホームページか
らダウンロードできる音読練習用のテキストをぜひご活用ください。また、数日置
いてから再度解き直すのも効果的です。答えを記憶してしまっているかもしれません
が、回答の根拠をなぞりながら繰り返し解くことで有効な復習になります！

問題は解きっぱなしにしないで！
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Guanzi and the Ancient Chinese Economics 

1. The Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods in China are among the 
most intriguing ages in world history. Spanning more than 500 years of 
continuous warfare, these periods witnessed significant advancements in 
thoughts and philosophies, led by Hundred Schools of Thoughts. Numerous 
thinkers proposed their theories that remain insightful even today, ranging from 
various fields, including politics, economics, military, and philosophy. Among 
them, “Guanzi” by Guan Zhong stands out as exceptionally remarkable. He was 
the Prime Minister of the state of Qi, located in what is now Shandong Province. 
Unlike the majority of other philosophers, Guan Zhong wielded real political 
power and bore responsibility for the prosperity of his nation. He was 
particularly successful in economic policies. He grasped some of the essential 
concepts of modern economics, such as price regulation, trade and logistics, 
currency management, and correcting the wealth gap. Due to his effective 
economic measures, the state of Qi thrived, establishing its dominance over 
rival states. “Guanzi” is a compilation of this great statesman. What can we 
learn from this economist and politician from 2700 years ago? 

(1) The word “wield” in the passage is closest in meaning to 
A. exercise  
B. yield  
C. gain  
D. maintain 

(2) According to paragraph 1, which of the following is true? 
A. The Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods were characterized by 
peace and stability. 
B. Guan Zhong was unique among philosophers because he held real political 
power. 
C. The state of Qi struggled economically under Guan Zhong’s leadership. 
D. “Guanzi” is a philosophical text with little connection to politics or 
economics. 
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2. “Guanzi” in existence consists of 86 chapters, most of which were not written 
by Guan Zhong, but anonymously by later generations who attributed it to this 
great statesman. Only 9 chapters are supposed to belong to Guan Zhong himself, 
and one of the phrases that represents his philosophy the most is as follows; 
”People learn to respect when the nation thrives, and they come to care about 
their dignity after their food and clothing are secured.” He believed that the 
essential foundation for better society was material sufficiency. It is no use in 
talking about morals and dignity to people who lack basic needs for survival. 

3. “Guanzi” also says, “If they could feed themselves only 3 ounces of grain a day, 
there would be a food thief in every village. If they could feed themselves only 
2 ounces of grain a day, there would be a thief in every hamlet. If they could 
feed themselves only 1 ounce of grain a day, there would be a thief in every 
household.” As a chancellor of a nation, he had to realize that crimes occur 
inevitably with a certain frequency in proportion to the economic condition. He 
was convinced that the most important duty as a statesman is not to ask people 
for morality and correct their behaviors with punishments but to create a 
situation where people automatically behave morally and respectfully. 

(3) According to paragraph 2, what was a key belief of Guan Zhong regarding 
society? 

A. Moral values should be prioritized over economic stability. 
B. A prosperous society must first ensure people’s basic material needs before 
emphasizing morality and dignity. 
C. People naturally uphold morals and dignity regardless of their living 
conditions. 
D. A nation thrives best when its leaders focus solely on enforcing strict moral 
codes. 

(4) The word “chancellor” in the passage is closest in meaning to 
A. a feudal load 
B. a field marshal 
C. the supreme judicial officer 
D. the Prime Minister 

(5) According to paragraph 3, what was Guan Zhong’s perspective on crime 
prevention? 

A. Crime is best reduced by promoting strict moral teachings. 
B. Harsh punishments are necessary to correct immoral behavior. 
C. Crime is closely linked to economic conditions, so improving material well-
being leads to moral behavior. 
D. Criminal behavior occurs randomly and cannot be influenced by external 
factors. 
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4. Guan Zhong seemed to understand the intricate nature of power and authority. 
He warns against recklessly mobilizing the nation and exploiting its workforce. 
Guanzi says, “Agricultural production has its seasonal limitation, and the 
potential labor force of the people is finite. If a ruler exercises infinite desire 
against finite resources, the future of the nation is unpromising. On the other 
hand, a nation that taxes its people moderately and refrains from exploiting 
them will flourish.” 

5. He also emphasized the importance of recognizing and satisfying the people’s 
need and desire. Guanzi says, “The people will endure any suffering for a ruler 
who alleviates their suffering. The people will fight at the risk of their lives for a 
ruler who makes their life affluent. The essence of government lies in 
understanding how what you give turns into what you take.” When the 
people listen to their ruler, it is not because he is a ruler; they listen to him only 
when they believe it makes some sense to do so. If you ignore the people's 
desire, they will not follow you no matter how you intimidate them. If you fail 
to get the hearts of the nation, your throne will be threatened no matter how 
harshly you punish them. What’s crucial in politics is to gain the support of the 
people by satisfying their needs, and effectively utilize the resources and the 
workforce while accurately recognizing their limitations. 

(6)  According to paragraph 4, which of the following is true?  
A. Guan Zhong advocated for unlimited taxation to maximize national wealth. 
B. He believed that agricultural production could always increase without 
limitation. 
C. He emphasized the importance of balancing a ruler’s desires with available 
resources. 
D. He encouraged rulers to exploit the workforce to ensure national prosperity. 

(7) Which of the following text best expresses the essential information in the 
highlighted sentence? 
The essence of government lies in understanding how what you give turns into 

what you take. 
A. Government succeeds when rulers provide unlimited resources without 
expecting anything in return. 
B. The primary role of government is to impose strict control to ensure people 
follow the ruler’s orders. 
C. Gaining the support of the people depends solely on the ruler’s ability to 
maintain a strong military presence. 
D. Effective governance hinges on strategically satisfying people’s needs to 
secure their loyalty and ensure compliance. 
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6. Guanzi is also regarded as the pioneer of Legalist philosophy since his 
arguments range over the effective implementation of laws and penalties. 
Guanzi says, “if the law is unreasonable, it will not be observed.” Guanzi also 
states, "Too many prohibitions will be offended in reverse, and too many orders 
will not be followed on the contrary.” If the rules exceed a proper degree that 
people can accept and observe, they will be inevitably violated, so the ruler has 
to carefully balance freedom and restriction. Furthermore, Guanzi adds, “when a 
law is not observed, people will disregard laws; when an order is not followed, 
the ruler will lose his dignity and prestige. If the rules are frequently revised, 
people will cease to respect them.” In other words, enacting a law entails certain 
risks when it is not observed. Moreover, setting a law requires a variety of 
expenses; the communication costs to inform people of the law; the mental costs 
for people to remember the law; the surveillance costs to find the offenders; and 
the administering costs involving trials and penalties. The more unreasonable 
the law is, the higher the costs will be.  

7. In short, there is absolutely no point in just setting laws and punishments if you 
don’t consider how to effectively implement them. Thus, the establishment of a 
law has to involve careful examination of all the following points. Does this law 
make sense? Is it within the limit that people can understand, remember, and 
observe? Does the benefit of the law exceed the costs of implementation? To 
what extent does it risk our reputation when the law is not observed or has to be 
revised afterwards? Only those who properly recognize such risks can 
effectively utilize their power. Of course, the absence of laws will also bring 
troubles and resulting costs and risks. Laws and penalties are not something that 
those in power can manipulate as they like. A ruler doesn’t actually have that 
much freedom of choice; laws can only exist in a tiny area where the costs of 
rules and the costs of the absence of rules are delicately balanced. 

(8) According to paragraph 6, what did Guanzi believe was essential for effective 
implementation of laws? 

A. Enacting as many laws as possible to cover all situations. 
B. Ensuring that laws are reasonable, balanced, and not excessively restrictive. 
C. Frequently revising laws to maintain order and control. 
D. Relying solely on harsh penalties to enforce compliance. 

(9) According to paragraph 7, what does Guanzi emphasize when establishing laws? 
A. Laws should be enacted frequently to maintain control. 
B. The benefits of a law must outweigh the costs of implementation and 
enforcement. 
C. Harsh penalties ensure that people always follow the law. 
D. Rulers have complete freedom to create and modify laws as they wish. 
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8. In later years, Guanzi earned harsh criticism, particularly from Confucianists. 
Confucianism pursued a better society by raising the moral standards of the 
people. For them, it must be hard to accept the idea that material shortage 
inevitably leads to the lack of integrity. For Guan Zhong, by contrast, the 
Confucian ideal might have sounded an empty theory that ignored the fact that 
morality of the people is influenced by material sufficiency. However, there is 
no point in deciding which is right. The conflict results from their positions. 

9. Guan Zhong was a chancellor of a state, responsible for the lives and security of 
a million people. He was not allowed to make political decisions based on 
idealism and wishful thinking alone. He had to face the real statistical tendency 
of people’s behavior. His primary concern was not asking people to behave 
morally and politely, but to provide an environment where they can naturally 
take preferable actions. 

10. On the other hand, Confucianism has pursued a better society from the 
perspectives of enlighteners and educators. It is their duty to have high 
expectations for the person right in front of them, and take necessary 
interventions to help him or her be a better citizen. Educators should not give in 
to the reality that crime occurs inevitably under poverty, nor should they give up 
their expectations, saying “she cannot succeed because she doesn’t have a good 
condition.” Anybody can have a chance to flourish regardless of their situations, 
and we can help them grow and succeed with support and encouragement. Both 
Guan Zhong and Confucianists were in pursuit of a better world, and the 
disagreement derived from their positions.  

11. This kind of conflict may exist even within a single individual. Think about a 
case where you are a manager of a department of 100 workers. When you think 
about the policy and rules of the team, you have to be realistic about how people 
typically behave under a certain condition. But when you engage in one-on-one 
coaching sessions with your direct reports, you need to be hopeful of their 
growth and success with your sincere love, respect, and expectations. You are 
consistent in pursuing better leadership, and just switching your stances 
depending on the situations. 

(10) According to paragraph 8, which of the following is NOT true? 
A. Confucianists believed that a better society could be achieved by improving 
moral standards. 
B. Guan Zhong viewed material sufficiency as essential for maintaining 
integrity. 
C. The conflict between Guanzi and Confucianism stemmed from their differing 
positions. 
D. The paragraph concludes that Confucianism is more correct than Guanzi’s 
view. 

(11) According to paragraph 9, what was Guan Zhong’s primary approach to 
governing? 

A. Encouraging people to adopt moral behavior through strict teachings. 
B. Creating an environment where people naturally behave in desirable ways. 
C. Promoting idealistic policies based on wishful thinking. 
D. Enforcing harsh penalties to ensure social order. 

(12) According to paragraph 10, which of the following is true? 
A. Educators in Confucianism aimed to help individuals improve regardless of 
their circumstances. 
B. Confucianists believed that poverty was an unavoidable cause of crime and 
gave up on improvement. 
C. Guan Zhong and Confucianists disagreed because they had opposing goals. 
D. Confucianists believed that material conditions were more important than 
moral education. 

(13) According to paragraph 11, how can a manager balance different approaches to 
leadership? 

A. By strictly enforcing rules in both group and individual settings. 
B. By maintaining high expectations for everyone, regardless of context. 
C. By adopting a realistic approach when setting policies and a hopeful, 
supportive approach during one-on-one coaching. 
D. By prioritizing personal relationships over organizational rules. 
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Answers  

(1) A 
(2) B 
(3) B 
(4) D 
(5) C 
(6) C 
(7) D 
(8) B 
(9) B 
(10) D 
(11) B 
(12) A 
(13) C 

(1) 文中の “wield” と意味が最も近いのは 
A. exercise （行使する） 
B. yield （産出する） 
C. gain （得る） 
D. maintain （維持する） 

(2) 1段落の内容に合致するのは？ 
A. The Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods were characterized by peace and stability.（春秋戦国時代
は平和と安定が特徴だった） 
B. Guan Zhong was unique among philosophers because he held real political power.（管仲は実際の政治権
力を握っていたため、哲学者の中ではユニークであった） 
C. The state of Qi struggled economically under Guan Zhong’s leadership.（斉国は管仲の指導の下で経済的に
苦戦した） 
D. “Guanzi” is a philosophical text with little connection to politics or economics.（「管子」は政治や経済とは
ほとんど関係のない哲学書だ） 

(3) 2段落によると、管仲の社会に関する重要な信念は何か？ 
A. Moral values should be prioritized over economic stability.（道徳的価値は経済的安定よりも優先されるべ
きだ） 
B. A prosperous society must first ensure people’s basic material needs before emphasizing morality and 
dignity.（繁栄した社会は、道徳と尊厳を重視する前に、まず人々の基本的な物質的ニーズを確保する必
要がある） 
C. People naturally uphold morals and dignity regardless of their living conditions.（人々は生活条件に関係な
く、自然に道徳と尊厳を守る） 
D. A nation thrives best when its leaders focus solely on enforcing strict moral codes.（国家が最も繁栄するの
は、指導者が厳格な道徳規範の施行にのみ焦点を当てている場合だ） 

(4) 文中の “chancellor” と意味が最も近いのは 
A. a feudal load（封建領主） 
B. a field marshal（陸軍元帥） 

C. the supreme judicial officer（最高裁判官） 
D. the Prime Minister（首相） 

(5) 3段落によると、管仲の犯罪防止に対する見解はどのようなものか？ 
A. Crime is best reduced by promoting strict moral teachings.（犯罪は厳格な道徳的教えを推進することで最
も効果的に減少する） 
B. Harsh punishments are necessary to correct immoral behavior.（不道徳な行為を矯正するには厳しい罰が必
要である） 
C. Crime is closely linked to economic conditions, so improving material well-being leads to moral behavior.
（犯罪は経済状況と密接に関連しているため、物質的な豊かさを向上させることは道徳的な行為につな
がる） 
D. Criminal behavior occurs randomly and cannot be influenced by external factors.（犯罪行為はランダムに発生
し、外部要因の影響を受けることはない） 

(6)  4段落に内容に合致するのは？  
A. Guan Zhong advocated for unlimited taxation to maximize national wealth.（管仲は、国家の富を最大化する
ために無制限の課税を主張した） 
B. He believed that agricultural production could always increase without limitation.（彼は、農業生産は常に制
限なく増加できると信じていた） 
C. He emphasized the importance of balancing a ruler’s desires with available resources.（彼は、統治者の
欲望と利用可能な資源のバランスを取ることの重要性を強調した） 
D. He encouraged rulers to exploit the workforce to ensure national prosperity.（彼は、国家の繁栄を確実にする
ために、統治者に労働力を利用するよう奨励した） 

(7) ハイライトされた文の意味をもっともよく表しているのは次のうちどれですか？ 
The essence of government lies in understanding how what you give turns into what you take.（統治の本質は、与
えるものが受け取るものに変わる仕組みを理解することです。） 
A. Government succeeds when rulers provide unlimited resources without expecting anything in return.（統治者が
見返りを期待せずに無制限の資源を提供すると、政府は成功する） 
B. The primary role of government is to impose strict control to ensure people follow the ruler’s orders.（政府の主
な役割は、人々が統治者の命令に従うように厳格な管理を課すことだ） 
C. Gaining the support of the people depends solely on the ruler’s ability to maintain a strong military presence.
（人々の支持を得るには、統治者が強力な軍事的プレゼンスを維持できるかどうかにかかっている） 
D. Effective governance hinges on strategically satisfying people’s needs to secure their loyalty and ensure 
compliance.（効果的な統治は、人々の忠誠心を確保し、遵守を確実にするために、戦略的に人々のニー
ズを満たすことにかかっている） 

(8) 6段落によると、管子は法律を効果的に施行するために何が不可欠であると信じていたか？ 
A. Enacting as many laws as possible to cover all situations.（あらゆる状況をカバーするために、できるだけ
多くの法律を制定すること。） 
B. Ensuring that laws are reasonable, balanced, and not excessively restrictive.（法律が合理的で、バランス
が取れており、過度に制限的ではないことを保証すること） 
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C. Frequently revising laws to maintain order and control.（秩序と統制を維持するために、法律を頻繁に改正
すること） 
D. Relying solely on harsh penalties to enforce compliance.（遵守を強制するために厳しい罰則のみに頼るこ
と） 

(9) 7段落によると, 管子は法律を制定する際に何を強調しているか？ 
A. Laws should be enacted frequently to maintain control.（統制を維持するために、法律は頻繁に制定される
べきだ） 
B. The benefits of a law must outweigh the costs of implementation and enforcement.（法律のメリットは、
実施と施行のコストを上回らなければならない） 
C. Harsh penalties ensure that people always follow the law.（厳しい罰則により、人々は常に法律を遵守す
る） 
D. Rulers have complete freedom to create and modify laws as they wish.（統治者は、望むように法律を作成お
よび変更する完全な自由を持っている） 

(10) 8段落の内容に合致しないものは？ 
A. Confucianists believed that a better society could be achieved by improving moral standards.（儒学者は、道徳
基準を改善することでより良い社会を実現できると信じていた） 
B. Guan Zhong viewed material sufficiency as essential for maintaining integrity.（管仲は、誠実さを維持するた
めに物質的な充足が不可欠であるとみなしていた） 
C. The conflict between Guanzi and Confucianism stemmed from their differing positions.（管子と儒教の対立
は、両者の立場の違いから生じていた） 
D. The paragraph concludes that Confucianism is more correct than Guanzi’s view.（この段落は、儒教の方
が管子の見解よりも正しいと結論付けている） 

(11) 9段落によると、管仲の統治に対する主なアプローチは何か？ 
A. Encouraging people to adopt moral behavior through strict teachings.（厳格な教えを通じて人々に道徳的な
行動をとるよう奨励すること） 
B. Creating an environment where people naturally behave in desirable ways.（人々が自然に望ましい行動
をとる環境を作ること） 
C. Promoting idealistic policies based on wishful thinking.（希望的観測に基づく理想主義的な政策を推進する
こと） 
D. Enforcing harsh penalties to ensure social order.（社会秩序を保つために厳しい罰則を施行すること） 

(12) 10段落の内容に合致するのは？ 
A. Educators in Confucianism aimed to help individuals improve regardless of their circumstances.（儒教の
教育者は、個人の状況に関係なくよりよく成長することを目指した） 
B. Confucianists believed that poverty was an unavoidable cause of crime and gave up on improvement.（儒学者
は、貧困が犯罪の避けられない原因であると信じ、向上をあきらめた） 
C. Guan Zhong and Confucianists disagreed because they had opposing goals.（管仲と儒学者は、目標が相反し
ていたため、意見が一致しなかった） 

D. Confucianists believed that material conditions were more important than moral education.（儒学者は、物質
的な条件が道徳教育よりも重要であると信じていた） 

(13) 11段落によると、リーダーシップに対するさまざまなアプローチのバランスをどのように取ること
ができるか？ 
A. By strictly enforcing rules in both group and individual settings.（グループと個人の両方の設定でルールを
厳格に施行することによって） 
B. By maintaining high expectations for everyone, regardless of context.（状況に関係なく、全員に対して高い
期待を維持することによって） 
C. By adopting a realistic approach when setting policies and a hopeful, supportive approach during one-on-
one coaching.（ポリシーを設定するときは現実的なアプローチを採用し、1対1のコーチングでは希望に
満ちた支援的なアプローチを採用することによって） 
D. By prioritizing personal relationships over organizational rules.（組織のルールよりも個人的な関係を優先す
ることによって）
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