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Witch Hunts and Information Literacy

Heinrich Kramer was a best-selling writer in 15th-Century Europe. In 1486, he
wrote Malleus Maleficarum or The Hammer of Witches, an encyclopedic
handbook on witch hunting. It describes the evil acts of witches allied with the
devil and conspiring against the Christian world, and how to effectively identify
and punish them. This book was so popular that it reached its eighth edition by
1500, perhaps because it appealed to various feelings, such as indignation
against the conspiracies and a morbid interest in orgies and sexual acts with
demons. It sparked the storm of witch hunts across Europe and served to justify
the execution of an estimated 40,000 to 60,000 innocent people.

Meanwhile, On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres by Nicolaus
Copernicus in 1543 was an all-time worst seller. This historic book brought
about the paradigm shift from the geocentric system to the heliocentric system,
paving the way for the Scientific Revolution. However, its initial print run of
400 failed to sell out, and it took until 1566 for the second impression to be
published. Both were the products of the printing press, yet the technology
never guaranteed that the truth would prevail. Witch hunts were the biggest flaw
in the history of information literacy. How do Homo sapiens fall into a harmful
delusion collectively?

(1)

2)

3)

The word “encyclopedic” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. controversial

B. comprehensible

C. widespread

D. comprehensive

According to paragraph 1, what was the impact of Malleus Maleficarum on
European society?

A. It helped promote scientific understanding of mental illness.

B. It discouraged superstition and led to the end of witch hunts.

C. It fueled mass hysteria and justified the persecution of tens of thousands.
D. It was banned shortly after publication due to its graphic content.

According to paragraph 2, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Copernicus’s book helped initiate a major shift from a geocentric to a
heliocentric worldview.

B. The initial sales of On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres were very
poor.

C. The printing press guaranteed that truthful scientific ideas would spread
quickly.

D. Witch hunts represent a major historical failure in information literacy.
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Blaise Pascal said, “Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when
they do it from religious conviction.” In a small German town of Nordlingen in
April 1590, Rebekka Lemp, a mother of six children, was accused of being a
witch by other alleged witches and put in jail. After five sessions of torture, she
wrote to her husband, “The judges are trying to force a confession from me. My
dear, send me some drug with which I can die; otherwise I would confess. If not
today, please send it tomorrow.” She wished for her own death because she
feared that, under torture, she might make a false confession, betray her
innocent neighbors, and denounce them as witches.

Here are some typical interrogations in witch trials. “How many years have you
been a witch?” “Which demons and humans attended the witches’ gathering?”
“What kind of sexual acts did you commit with the devil?” In response to such
absurd questions, what answer is there other than “I have no knowledge of
that”? However, when the accused person refused to confess, it was seen as
evidence that she or he was a stubborn witch. Moreover, even if their innocence
had been proven, they were rarely set free as a release would have implied that
the arrest and torture had been conducted rashly, thus damaging the judges’
reputation.

On September 9th, after 5 months of imprisonment and torture, Rebekka was
burned at the stake. Not only Rebekka but another 32 witches were also
executed in this town that year. The judges rejoiced in the belief that with each
witch burned, the Christian world was further purified.

(4) According to paragraph 3, why did Rebekka Lemp ask her husband to send her a
drug to die?

A. She wanted to avoid being tried in a public court.

B. She feared that torture would force her to falsely accuse others.

C. She believed she was actually guilty of witchcratft.

D. She hoped to escape from jail to protect her six children.

(5) According to paragraph 4, which of the following is NOT true?
A. People proven innocent in witch trials were typically released without issue.
B. The questions asked during witch trials were often irrational and accusatory.
C. Refusing to confess during a witch trial was often treated as proof of guilt.
D. Judges were hesitant to release the accused to protect their own reputations.

(6) The word “rejoice” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. be astonished
B. be overwhelmed
C. be lamented
D. be delighted
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6. With the spread of the witchcraft conspiracy theory at the end of the 15th

century, people began denouncing one another on flimsy evidence. However,
there were numerous other motives that drove witch hunts. The most typical
cause was the desire to look for scapegoats to blame for misfortunes. A failed
harvest by a storm was attributed to witchcraft. When a man became sexually
impotent, it was blamed on a curse by his ex-lover.

Financial motives were also behind the scenes in many cases. Witch trials did
not end with the execution of the accused; they were almost always
accompanied by the confiscation of their property. In fact, witch trials cost a lot
for maintaining jails, paying the inquisitors, covering the costs of tortures, and
buying firewood and oil. All of these costs had to be covered by the witch's
estate, so the authorities thoroughly examined the properties of the accused as
soon as they were arrested. It was not uncommon for priests to fight over the
decaying corpse of a heretic, as the right to confiscate property was linked to the
body. In fact, witch trials notably declined during 1630 and 1631, when the
Holy Roman Empire temporarily banned the confiscation of property, indicating
that it was a major incentive behind witch hunting.

However, they were not just driven by grudges or money. They sincerely
believed in witchcraft, genuinely afraid of witches flying through the night sky,
and firmly convinced that burning witches was good for the community. They
might not have been aware of their scapegoating impulse and financial motives,
but unbeknownst to them, these causes certainly drove them to witch hunts.

(7) According to paragraph 6, which of the following is true?

A. Witch hunts were based entirely on solid and objective evidence.

B. Failed harvests and personal misfortunes were often blamed on supposed
witches.

C. Witchcraft conspiracy theories were rare and quickly dismissed in the 15th
century.

D. People avoided denouncing others as witches without undeniable proof.

(8) According to paragraph 7, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Confiscated property of accused witches was used to cover the costs of trials
and executions.

B. Authorities often investigated the financial worth of an accused person early
in the trial process.

C. Witch trials sharply increased when confiscation of property was banned in
the Holy Roman Empire.

D. Financial incentives were a significant driving force behind many witch
hunts.

(9) According to paragraph 8, what made the witch hunters’ actions particularly
dangerous?

A. They were only motivated by money and personal grudges.

B. They didn’t believe in witchcraft but acted under political pressure.

C. They sincerely believed they were doing good, unaware of deeper motives
like fear and scapegoating.

D. They secretly protected accused witches while pretending to punish them.
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10.

I1.

12.

Around the 10th Century, leaders of the Christian community denied the
existence of witches and sorcery. In fact, the Bible doesn’t focus on witches, and
one can barely find relevant references in its pages. Nevertheless, why did
people in early modern Europe collectively fall into the witchcraft conspiracy?
It was because numerous factors had piled up and become intertwined during
this period. The weight of “evidence against witches” accumulated brick by
brick, and by the late 15th century, the roof gave way under the strain.

Among those factors, this passage will discuss three primary causes. The first
cause was the accumulation of folklore. Since ancient times, people across
cultures held superstitions about those capable of flying through the night sky
on a broom and causing crop failure, livestock death, and sexual impotence.
Based on these stereotypes, similar folklore was repeated and accumulated
across regions. Let’s say that you are stared at by an old woman in your village,
and your cattle become sick. Then, you will be told stories like, “A similar thing
happened five years ago,” “The same thing occurred in the next village last
month,” and “It must be witchcraft.” The story today will also be reproduced in
the community for a long period of time. The more such stories are repeated and
accumulated, the harder it is to dismiss them as pure fiction. Given that
everyone has talked about witchcraft for centuries, how can they all entirely be
lies?

The second factor was the misinterpretation and cherry-picking of past
respected theologians. The Hammer of Witches and other books frequently quote
Augustine from the 4th Century and Thomas Aquinas from the 13th Century.
However, these notable writers were actually skeptical of sorcery and witches.
From their vast body of writings, passages that could be read as affirmation of
witches and demons were selectively and conveniently extracted. People were
aware of their fame, but very few had actually read their books. Such people
were vulnerable to false claims like “Saint Augustine recognized the existence
of the devil.”

Thirdly, there was a strong social anxiety and a sense of crisis in this era. People
were more sensitive to heretics than ever before due to prolonged war, frequent
occurrence of plague, and corruptions of Christian priests, which nudged them
to believe in the conspiracy against the Christian world. Drop by drop, a glass
was gradually filled with motives for believing in the witch conspiracy until, by
the end of the 15th Century, the tipping point was reached and the glass finally
overflowed.

(10) According to paragraph 9, why did belief in witchcraft spread in early modern
Europe despite earlier Christian leaders denying its existence?
A. The Bible contains many detailed descriptions of witches and their powers.
B. Political leaders promoted witchcraft beliefs to control the population.
C. Scientific discoveries in the 15th century proved that witches were real.
D. A complex buildup of various factors over time led to widespread belief in
witchcraft.

(11) According to paragraph 10, which of the following is true?
A. Folklore and accumulated stories made it easier for people to dismiss
witchcraft as a myth.
B. Repeated community stories about witchcraft made accusations feel more
credible.
C. Belief in witchcraft was limited to one specific region and time period.
D. Most people believed witchcraft stories only if they had scientific evidence.

(12) According to paragraph 11, how did misinterpretation of theologians like
Augustine and Aquinas contribute to the spread of witch hunts?
A. Their writings strongly supported the existence of witches and demons.
B. They encouraged people to perform witch trials during their lifetimes.
C. Their fame was used to falsely legitimize belief in witchcraft through
selective quoting.
D. Most people widely read and correctly understood their theological
arguments.

(13) According to paragraph 12, which of the following is true?
A. Ongoing war, disease, and corruption heightened people’s fear of heretics
and witches.
B. Widespread trust in the Church prevented people from suspecting heresy.
C. Social stability in the 15th century helped prevent belief in witch
conspiracies.
D. The idea of a witch conspiracy suddenly appeared without any prior buildup.
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13.

14.

15.

Amid the grim history of witch hunts, what gives us hope is that there were
always some people who dared to speak out against this cruelty. For example, a
German theologian Friedrich Spee issued a scathing protest against witch hunts
at the very peak of the persecutions. He wrote, “Who drives the witch hunts? It
is the theologians and high-ranking priests who enjoy contemplation in comfort,
oblivious to the dirty prisons, heavy chains, instruments of torture, or the cries
of suffering human beings. It is also judges who regard witch hunting as a
source of income.” Despite such claims, he still believed in witchcraft.
However, he was indignant at the injustice in witch trials as he watched so many
innocent people suffering under torture, being forced to confess, and burned at
the stake.

Another example is a Dutch priest Cornelius Loos, who made a bold declaration
in 1592 denying the existence of witches. He wrote, “A witch flying through the
sky is nothing more than a delusion and fiction. There is no such thing as
making a deal or having sex with the devil. They are merely forced to confess
these actions under torture.” At this time, denying witches was seen as denying
the Bible, which further highlights his courage and intellect to make such
remarks. He was arrested and confined by the authorities, and forced to retract
his statement. We know his opinion only because it survives as one of the
records of retracted statements. People of that time were so fanatical about the
conspiracy that his voice went unheard.

Notable luminaries of Renaissance history, such as Martin Luther and Jean
Calvin, either supported or remained silent about the witch hunts, while the
courageous voices against the brutality raised by those who risked their lives
were overlooked and buried under the majority’s delusion. On one hand, there
were filthy grins of the judges who cheerfully tortured and executed innocent
neighbors, and on the other hand, there were desperate eyes of those who
protested against this tragedy. Both are scenes from the same human society.
How foolish, shameful and ugly—and yet how intelligent, brave and beautiful—
Homo sapiens can be. Most importantly, we should not laugh at the witch hunts
as ignorance of the past. Every one of us harbors a seed of falling into a harmful
delusion and has to make the effort to keep it from sprouting. What can we do to
prevent a modern-day witch hunt from taking place?

(14) According to paragraph 13, why did Friedrich Spee protest against witch hunts?

A. He believed witches were innocent and did not exist.

B. He wanted to protect the reputation of the Church.

C. He opposed the unjust trials and cruelty inflicted on innocent people.
D. He was ordered by the government to speak out against them.

(15) According to paragraph 14, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Cornelius Loos denied the existence of witches and criticized forced
confessions.

B. Denying witches in the 16th century was considered equivalent to denying
the Bible.

C. His views are known today only because his retracted statement was
preserved.

D. Loos’s original writings were widely distributed and accepted in his time.

(16) According to paragraph 15, which of the following is true?

A. Most Renaissance leaders openly condemned the witch hunts and protected
the accused.

B. The witch hunts are purely historical and have no relevance to modern
society.

C. The paragraph suggests that every person is capable of both cruelty and
courage.

D. Those who protested witch hunts were widely celebrated and respected at the
time.

(17) Within the whole passage, all of the following are mentioned, EXCEPT

A. Witch trials were financially motivated, including the confiscation of
property.

B. A major witch-hunt movement that originated in colonial North America.

C. Some theologians publicly criticized witch hunts, despite believing in
witchcraft.

D. Misinterpretations of Augustine and Aquinas contributed to belief in witches.
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(1) 3LH D “encyclopedic (FRFRILINZ) » LEEDR DTV DIX
A. controversial (W5 % i)

B. comprehensible (BHfEAIHE )

C. widespread (A <L 72)

D. comprehensive (£155117%)

Q) FIBVE I XL, THERICEZ 2808, 133 —a vy SR ED k) i ER 5 2 72

A. Tt helped promote scientific understanding of mental illness. (K5 ¥ FEUZ X4 2 BFAMRER O 3 12 Bk L
72)

B. Tt discouraged superstition and led to the end of witch hunts. GRFZ A&, BELAFD DIEEIC DA > 72)
C. It fueled mass hysteria and justified the persecution of tens of thousands. (Sl 25V —%80 ., i
ANoaEz ML L 72)

D. It was banned shortly after publication due to its graphic content. (7= NED 7=, M F b 7  Feak
Eoi)

(3) 2B DNEICABL 20Dk ?

A. Copernicus’s book helped initiate a major shift from a geocentric to a heliocentric worldview. (3L =7 2D
Fifx, REFD S MWEFA~OMRBORE LEHRZ R T E >0 Lo 7)

B. The initial sales of On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres were very poor. ( TRERD[A[HEZIZDWTy D
P DFRIUTENETT LK o 7e)

C. The printing press guaranteed that truthful scientific ideas would spread quickly. (FJilE§IX, HFEDOF
T A T TR E S LML)

D. Witch hunts represent a major historical failure in information literacy. (BEZCHF D 1&, HWY 77 > —IcBF
BIERIICRE R AL LT 5)

W BBEFEIC XL, LRy - Ly PR ARERIEARTDDOHEEZES>TLND LI AL DD ?

A. She wanted to avoid being tried in a public court. (2 IZAFHEECHD D 2 & &2 ET T o T2)

B. She feared that torture would force her to falsely accuse others. ({401 RNC X > T A& B> THigE
¥R BB L 2BNTE)

C. She believed she was actually guilty of witcheraft. (#22¢i3 H 3 D3FEFRICEEMOIEEZ L L 72 50 T e)
D. She hoped to escape from jail to protect her six children. (#¢21&6 ADF-fib7z B % 5F % 72 D I THHS T H> & i
T B ERHAR)

) 4BTEDNFIZEH L DI ?

A. People proven innocent in witch trials were typically released without issue. (B2 CMEIEDNEH S
72N, R, MORED & RS nz)

B. The questions asked during witch trials were often irrational and accusatory. (BEZCEHIHIC 722 S 72 B

. LIRLIER AR 2 & D 725 72)

C. Refusing to confess during a witch trial was often treated as proof of guilt. (BEZZEHIHICHAZERT 2
Lix, LIFLIEHIROGHLE LCifbir)

D. Judges were hesitant to release the accused to protect their own reputations. (EHI'E 1% H & DFFH % F 5 72
ICHENDORRZ T2 5 > 7e)

(6) XH D “rejoice” & KRR D IT VDI
A. be astonished (<)

B. be overwhelmed (H:fEIX41%)

C.be lamented (ffL £41%)

D. be delighted (¥%.3%)

(7) 6BEEDNEICEHT 2 DIF?

A. Witch hunts were based entirely on solid and objective evidence. (BEZCHFD 1, HERE & U 7- B BN 2 AEHLIC

FEAITHD VT W)

B. Failed harvests and personal misfortunes were often blamed on supposed witches. (A EPH AN Z A3

E, LIRLIBBELRDEwIcINng:)

C. Witchcraft conspiracy theories were rare and quickly dismissed in the 15th century. (15HHfICIZ, BEZHRED D
s, 3 ClcmE S nd)

D. People avoided denouncing others as witches without undeniable proof. (A% 1%, KEXDAHLD 72\ FEHLZ:

Licfib A% e LIRS 2 L &2l 7o)

8) TEFEDNEITAI L 2\ DIE ?

A. Confiscated property of accused witches was used to cover the costs of trials and executions. (% & L C %
SN F ORI S i lx, BH OB 29 72 DI fib i)

B. Authorities often investigated the financial worth of an accused person early in the trial process. (24JFjld, #H]
DE B Cl it NDEEATE 2 9 2 2 L3S o 72)

C. Witch trials sharply increased when confiscation of property was banned in the Holy Roman Empire. (fli
o — i E THPEDO BRI I N & &, BRI ZAW L)

D. Financial incentives were a significant driving force behind many witch hunts. (% { DFELHED ICE VLT, &
BN A v v T4 THRERFH EBoTW0T)
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(9) 8BETRIC KaUE, LA D DFTEIARFIC GRS > 72 D13 7 2

A. They were only motivated by money and personal grudges. (1 & O EFE I3 B8k & AR IBA LT 725
72)

B. They didn’t believe in witchcraft but acted under political pressure. (% & IZBEMI 25 L T - 705, K
RIS %2 520 TTEh L 72)

C. They sincerely believed they were doing good, unaware of deeper motives like fear and scapegoating. (%
S IIBHIR Ay — 73— b Lo ZREECIIRICAOT, AN bh#Hii2 LTws L 6HIT
Wwi)

D. They secretly protected accused witches while pretending to punish them. (% & IZ5F S NELZET 2
S0 &R LBDVE, FEhIHEs 2R )

(10)9BEIC KU, P XV R M EIFEEDELOFEEZ BT L Cwiicbrrb s, aita—uy
PNTCRELZAFMDA F 5 72Dk 780> ?

A. The Bible contains many detailed descriptions of witches and their powers. (BHFEIZ I3 & Z DIJICBET %
Rl L G EhTwe 3)

B. Political leaders promoted witchcraft beliefs to control the population. (BUATRE L 7- 5 1&, REZ T %
T OICBEREMEHEEL 72)

C. Scientific discoveries in the 15th century proved that witches were real. (15{HFLORFENFEILIC K> T, JE
OFAEDGEH S 1172)

D. A complex buildup of various factors over time led to widespread belief in witchcraft. (JE\W I % 2217 T
Bex WP BEMICRIAT R Y, JEREWHIAE > 72)

(I 10BEDODNRE AT HDIE?

A. Folklore and accumulated stories made it easier for people to dismiss witchcraft as a myth. (FEIfRAPEHR X
NEWRRIZ X > C0 AZ BT 2 #IEE & LTh T3 o 7z)

B. Repeated community stories about witchcraft made accusations feel more credible. (BEffIC9 %23 2
=74 NTHRDB LGN PR &> T, HARDBRIEDH X - %)

C. Belief in witchcraft was limited to one specific region and time period. (BEffT~DEMIE, FiE D Hitg & R
KRS nTVLT)

D. Most people believed witchcraft stories only if they had scientific evidence. (1% & A ED A% 1k, BIAMIREAL
D B0 H, FEMOYIEEZEL 72)

1) NEEIC L UE, T T ATAXARECR « 774 FAD X it Oz, L) it
WCEDXHICHFLG LIz ?

A. Their writings strongly supported the existence of witches and demons. (i 5 DEEIX, JE 20 MEE D IF(E
Z R LT i)

B. They encouraged people to perform witch trials during their lifetimes. (% & (Z4:1i, A% ICBELHEH %179
EERBEHLTHE)

C. Their fame was used to falsely legitimize belief in witchcraft through selective quoting. (f% & D %474 1%,
ERN R HZE U T, BREWEZ#>TIERMLT 57201l I )

D. Most people widely read and correctly understood their theological arguments. (1% & A ED AL I, %65 D
MZER TR Z A B, IEL BRI L Tuw7e)

(13) RBEONFICAHT 5D13?

A. Ongoing war, disease, and corruption heightened people’s fear of heretics and witches. (¥4, J#Wi, #
LT 72 2 & T A& DRSRHPRERICH T 2 B % - 72)

B. Widespread trust in the Church prevented people from suspecting heresy. (EE~DEEDIA E > T\wic
b, ANLFHEEEEED T LD Do T)

C. Social stability in the 15th century helped prevent belief in witch conspiracies. (15HfCOHE DT X, FLk
DERZEL 2 LEFE DI >T2)

D. The idea of a witch conspiracy suddenly appeared without any prior buildup. (BEZ DEEFEE 9 & 2 1%, i
DL 7 < SEARBIN )

(I BREICE B E, 7V—FVE « v aRX—F LR ITHEEL 72D ?

A. He believed witches were innocent and did not exist. (f% (ZBELIIMETH D, FELEWVEFLT0T)
B. He wanted to protect the reputation of the Church. (13 & DFFHIZSEY 7205 72)

C. He opposed the unjust trials and cruelty inflicted on innocent people. (FZIZMEIZD N2 IZHZ S5 A4Y
B & RBAT RO L 72)

D. He was ordered by the government to speak out against them. (FZIXBF 2> & BELFFD ICKIT 5 K H ML
5i7z)

(15) UBREDONEICGBL BV ?

A. Cornelius Loos denied the existence of witches and criticized forced confessions. (/L% 7 & « )L —Z 1ZJE
LOFEREE L. mili 2R Az 808 L 7%2)

B. Denying witches in the 16th century was considered equivalent to denying the Bible. (161H#lIc & VT4 D
FEEZERET S Ld, WELRET LI LLHELARINK)

C. His views are known today only because his retracted statement was preserved. (2 RAREDS HEI S 41T\
201, WA NAFHPREINTO B9 5ITIED A5 %)

D. Loos’s original writings were widely distributed and accepted in his time. ()L —A DJHFEX, MIHA
Wi Ih, ZIARSGNTVE)

(16) ISBIEDHFICEET 5D ?

A. Most Renaissance leaders openly condemned the witch hunts and protected the accused. (JL-%% ¥ Z D fFE
FHDIZEA LR, BELHRFD 2 RNREEHEL . Beti N2 B L 72)

B. The witch hunts are purely historical and have no relevance to modern society. (BEZCAF D (X B 72 &
DTHY ., BUHEE LI MBIR)

C. The paragraph suggests that every person is capable of both cruelty and courage. (Z DB¢41, 3T
DADIRIES ERLRDM i 2R 605 2 E2RBLTRS)

D. Those who protested witch hunts were widely celebrated and respected at the time. (BEZZAF D 1Pk L 72 A%
E, MRAC RSN, B ITwi)

(17 BAXHFTFEREINT VLRV DIE
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A. Witch trials were financially motivated, including the confiscation of property. (BEZZ#EHNX, MEDEINE &
R HTH > %)

B. A major witch-hunt movement that originated in colonial North America. (HiRHUIRRDILK Tl Z -
7o KBBR8 U i)

C. Some theologians publicly criticized witch hunts, despite believing in witcheraft. (BEZcfii %5 L T\ 721z b 2
Db 6T, —HFOMEZ FBELSFD 2 AP R L 72)

D. Misinterpretations of Augustine and Aquinas contributed to belief in witches. (77 7 A7 4 X AL b <A +
TV 4 TR D WTOBBEPELAFMO—F & %5 7)
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