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Your English teacher has assigned this article to you. You need to prepare notes
to give a short presentation.

Why We Should Learn Foreign Languages

What are the benefits of learning another language? You may think that
the answer is simple; we can communicate with people from different
backgrounds who speak other native languages than our own. This is true, but
today, we have to think about this again. Due to the rapid development of
machine translation and generative Al in recent years, computers can translate
better than most humans. The value of language skills themselves may have
decreased. However, learning and speaking different languages will still remain
valuable. Learning foreign languages makes us more creative, flexible, and
respectful to other cultures. What are the values of learning another language?

Learning another language makes us more creative. Many studies have
shown that bilinguals score higher on creativity tasks than monolinguals. When a
bilingual person hears a certain word, a larger part of their brain becomes active
than the monolingual brain. For example, when Japanese speakers hear the word
“post” in Japanese, they associate it with similar words and related ideas in
Japanese, such as “poster”, “letter” and “red.” But when bilinguals in Japanese
and English hear the word, they also associate it with related words in English,
including “posture”, “post-war”, and “social media”. A wider part of the brain is
active, so it is easier to come up with a variety of ideas.

Learning a language is equal to learning its culture. Different cultures
understand the world differently, and these differences are often seen in
differences in languages. For example, Japanese have different words for older
and younger brothers. It shows that, in Japanese culture, it is important to know
who is older than the other, while English culture doesn’t care as much. When
you learn a foreign language, we often face such differences and have to try hard
to understand the cultural backgrounds.

Even within the same culture, people have different ways of thinking. So
all of us need to learn how to understand, accept, and get along well with people
with different values. Learning another language helps us to respect and
understand various ideas and cultures.
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Your notes:

(Outline by paragraph)
1. Introduction to the Benefits of Learning Another Language
- Common belief: [ 1 )
- Challenge: Advancements in machine translation and Al.
= Thesis: Language learning remains valuable for creativity, flexibility,

and cultural respect.

2. Creativity Enhancement
- Bilingual advantage: Higher creativity scores.
- Brain activity: [ 2 ]
- Example: [ 3 ] with the word “post” in Japanese and English.

3. Cultural Learning
- Language and culture: Learning a language is learning its culture.
- Example: [ 4 ]
= Challenge: Understanding cultural differences through language

learning.

4. Respect and Understanding
- Diversity in thinking: [ 5 ]
- Importance: Learning to understand and accept different values.

- Benefit: Language learning [ 6 J.

(Conclusion)

- Learning languages will remain beneficial [ 7 J.
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Choose the best option for [ 1 ].

(D Traveling to new countries.

@ Communicating with people from different backgrounds.
@ Learning new recipes.

@ Becoming a professional translator.

Choose the best option for [ 2 ].

(D Bilinguals activate more brain areas

@ Bilinguals activate fewer brain areas.

(@ Monolinguals activate more brain areas.

@ Brain activity is the same for bilinguals and monolinguals.

Choose the best option for [ 3 ].

(D Identical meanings

2 No associations at all

@ Confusion about the word’s meaning
@ Different associations

Choose the best option for [ 4 ].

(D Japanese words for older and younger brothers reflect cultural values.
(2 Japanese culture uses the same word for all siblings.

@ English has more words for siblings than Japanese.

@ There is no difference in words for siblings in any language.

Choose the best option for [ 5 ].

(D Everyone in the same culture thinks identically.

2 Cultural homogeneity eliminates different thinking.
@ Even within the same culture, people think differently.
@ Only different cultures produce different thoughts.
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Choose the best option for [ 6 ].

(D encourages isolation from other cultures

@ discourages learning about other cultures

@ fosters respect and understanding of various cultures
@ leads to misunderstandings and conflicts

Choose the best option for [ 7 ].

(D , leading to the end of cultural exchanges

@ because humans love direct communication.

@ in spite of the increasing globalization.

@ despite the arrival of machine translation and generative Al
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