Tales of Coffee: Now and Past #1

What is coffee for ? Today, we drink about 2.5 billion cups of
coffee everyday around the world. This is the
tea. In Japan, , we drink one cup
of coffee everyday. the coffee ,
cafes and coffee houses are very popular.
the , 5 minutes
you find a cafe. Starbucks ~ has 35,000 stores
the : that coffee 1s more a
caffeine drink. A cup of coffee history and
~____,and people go to cafes to something other than just tasty
coffee. Learning the stories coffee and Homo sapiens
make your coffee more

What is coffee for humanity? Today, we drink about 2.5 billion cups of coffee
everyday around the world. This 1s the third largest consumption after water
and tea. In Japan, on average, we drink one cup of coffee everyday.

Not only the coffee drink itself, but also cafes and coffee houses are very
popular. When you walk down the street, it will not take 5 minutes before you
find a cafe. Starbucks alone has more than 35,000 stores around the globe.

It seems that coffee is more than just a caffeine drink. A cup of coffee has a lot
of history and stories in it, and people go to cafes to find something other than
just tasty coffee. Learning about the stories behind coffee and Homo sapiens
can hopefully make your coffee break even more enjoyable.
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Tales of Coffee: Now and Past #2

There is a famous the of coffee. Kaldi was a
in . One day, his goats became energetic and
jumping around eating .Kaldialso  the
excited, too, and he
goats. This story is just a the
17th Century, the of caffeine. In
, many people today drink coffee . Why
do coffee trees caffeine? In other , Wwhy
to the chemical? The caffeine in coffee beans
into the , and other plants
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, caffeine was a for coffee trees,
one of the reasons by people all over the
world.

There is a famous legend about the origin of coffee. Kaldi was a goat herder in Ethiopia. One
day, his goats became energetic and began jumping around after eating red berries. Kaldi also
ate the fruit himself. Then he suddenly got excited, too, and he danced with his goats. This story
1s just a fiction made in the 17th Century, but it clearly implies the effect of caffeine. In fact,
many people today drink coffee for its awakening effect. Why do coffee trees create caffeine?
In other words, why did the plant evolve to produce the chemical? The caffeine in coffee beans
soaks into the soil, and prevents other plants from growing. Coffee leaves also contain caffeine,
which keeps insects away. Originally, caffeine was a survival advantage for coffee trees, but
now it is one of the reasons why it’s loved by people all over the world.
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Tales of Coffee: Now and Past #3

_____was the 18th Century that Japanese people
coffee. A famous writer in The Edo period wrote, “I had something
called coffee in a Dutch ship. It had and I couldn’t
7 many people the same way. Coffee
didn’t become popular in The Edo period. Drinking coffee is in
Japan today. But why was it so unpopular ? Siebold,
the scientist Japan the 1820s,
an interesting : two
reasons why coffee was not popular in Japan. First, Japanese people didn’t like
_____ . People in The Edo period didn’t drinking
. Second, it was difficult to beans . Siebold was right.
After the Meiji period, Japanese people drink milk. Also,
roasting techniques the era.
like milk roast beans well, coffee has

become very popular in Japan.

It was probably during the 18th Century that Japanese people first drank coffee. A
famous writer in The Edo period wrote, “I had something called coffee in a Dutch
ship. It had burnt smell and I couldn’t even enjoy it.” Perhaps many people felt the
same way. Coffee didn’t become popular in The Edo period. Drinking coffee is
common in Japan today. But why was it so unpopular back in that era? Siebold, the
German scientist who lived in Japan during the 1820s, offered an interesting
insight. He thought there were two reasons why coffee was not popular in Japan.
First, Japanese people didn’t like milk. People in The Edo period didn’t have the
habit of drinking milk. Second, it was difficult to roast beans well. Siebold was
right. After the Meiji period, Japanese people learned to drink milk. Also, roasting
techniques dramatically improved during the postwar era. Now that they like milk
and can roast beans well, coffee has become very popular in Japan.
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Tales of Coffee: Now and Past #4

In 1652, the first coffeehouse was London. 30 years , the
number of coffeehouses in London increased to 3,000. The n
London 500,000 at that time, one
coffeehouse 166 . Why did coffeehouses become
so popular? In the 17th Century, people a place to listen to news,
business information, and . However,
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People go to a cafe for tasty coffee

In 1652, the first coffeehouse was born in London. 30 years later, the number of
coffeehouses in London increased to 3,000. The population in London was about
500,000 at that time, so there was one coffeechouse for every 166 citizens. Why did
coffeehouses become so popular? In the 17th Century, people wanted a place to
listen to news, share business information, and talk about politics. However, it 1s
difficult to charge money for invisible things like information or conversation.
Instead, coffeehouses monetized their service by charging for a cup of coffee. The
same is true today. For example, the Starbucks company says that they want to offer
“the third place.” They understand that people come to cafes for a time to refresh,
enjoy conversation, and concentrate on studying. People go to a cafe not only for
tasty coffee but also for something else.
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Tales of Coffee: Now and Past #5

The French Revolution cafes in
. On July 12th, 1789, A journalist Camille Desmoulins
the Cafe du Foy, the citizens to
the monarchy. Two days ,a the Bastille
prison, the French Revolution.
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individual citizen had the
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make a plan. The revolution was people
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The French Revolution might not have occurred without cafes in Paris. On July 12th,
1789, A journalist Camille Desmoulins made a speech at the Cafe du Foy, asking the
citizens to rise up against the monarchy. Two days later, a crowd attacked the Bastille
prison, which triggered the French Revolution.

In order to change the world, we need to gather and cooperate. Even if each individual
citizen had ill feelings toward the monarchy, they couldn’t make a difference until they
got united. They had to gather, share their ideas, discuss the ideal future, and make a
plan. The revolution was possible because people had a public space to do so. Innovation
occurs when people exchange their information and ideas. Society changes when people
come together and work together. Throughout history, cafes have been intersections of
people and information. In the 21st century, what stories might be born from cafes?
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