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The Roman Empire and Christianity

One of the defining events in world history is the adoption of Christianity as the
state religion of the Roman Empire. A major turning point is often attributed to
the Edict of Milan, issued in 313 by Emperor Constantine, which officially
recognized Christianity. It is widely regarded as the cause of Christianity’s
triumph, but is that really the case?

Indeed, some estimates show that the proportion of Christian population in the
empire was less than 10 percent at that time. However, Christianity was growing
at the rate of around 40 percent per decade before the Edict of Milan. Also,
Christianity provided a strong sense of belonging with its followers, so Christian
communities were highly organized and influential. On the other hand,
traditional Roman polytheism didn’t bring strong commitment of the followers,
attachments between them, and loyalties to the community. Constantine could
not disregard the capacity to mobilize human resources and political influence
of the Christian churches. He also found Christianity useful to justify the
legitimacy and sanctity of the emperors. It was not that Christianity rose
because of Constantine; Christianity was already so influential that he had no
choice but to officially approve it. Why did one of countless cults become
dominant in the Roman Empire? What can we learn about human society
through the rise of Christianity?

(1)

2)

The word “triumph” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. fortune

B. victory

C. tyranny

D. sanctity

According to paragraph 2, which of the following best explains why
Constantine approved Christianity?

A. He was personally a devout Christian who wanted to spread his faith.

B. He aimed to replace Roman polytheism with a more peaceful religion.

C. He recognized the organizational power and influence of Christian
communities.

D. He believed that Christianity had already become the majority religion in the
empire.
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Early Christianity was a cult movement derived from Judaism, and the initial
spread is thought to have occurred among the Hellenized Jews of the diaspora;
Jewish people living in the Roman empire who were integrated into Greek-
Roman culture. They greatly outnumbered the Jews living in Palestine, and the
majority of them lived in the eastern part of the empire.

They had a demand for a new religion. Many Hellenized Jews had embraced
some elements of Roman polytheism and cultural views of Roman society. Also,
the Law of Judaism sometimes prevented them from participating in Roman
civic life. Yet, it was difficult to fully abandon their Jewish culture. The
receptivity of most people for wholly new things is small. Generally speaking,
people are more willing to adopt a new religion to the extent that it retains
cultural continuity with conventional religions with which they are already
familiar. In the modern era, movements like Mormonism and the Unification
Church have gained many followers, not by being entirely new religions, but by
building upon the context of traditional Christianity to which people were
already accustomed. Hellenized Jews in the empire wanted to blend in the

Roman culture while maintaining their religious context of Judaism. Christianity

effectively satisfied such a religious demand.

It is estimated that there were a million Christians in the empire in A.D. 250,
and only one out of every five Jews of the diaspora need to have converted to
meet that number. By appealing to diaspora Jews, Christianity gained its initial
substantial number of followers. Moreover, Christianity acquired universality
that is free from Jewish ethnicity, while retaining the exclusive elements of
monotheism. This gave rise to a religion that was open to everyone yet
maintained strong communal identity and organizational strength.

(3) The word “derive” in the passage is closest in meaning to

A. stem
B. expel
C. support
D. develop

(4) According to paragraph 4, which of the following is true?

A. Hellenized Jews completely rejected Roman culture in order to protect their
Jewish identity.

B. New religions that lack any connection to existing traditions tend to attract
more followers.

C. Christianity appealed to Hellenized Jews because it preserved elements of
Judaism while adapting to Roman society.

D. The Law of Judaism made it easier for Jews to fully participate in Roman
civic life.

(5) According to paragraph 4 and 5, what was one key factor that helped Christianity
grow in its early stages?

A. It rejected all Jewish traditions to attract non-Jewish followers.

B. It focused only on converting Roman citizens, not diaspora Jews.

C. It maintained strict ethnic boundaries to preserve religious purity.

D. It appealed to a specific group of people with new religious demand.
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6. Around A.D. 100, the Roman Empire reached its largest territorial expansion,

dominating the entire Mediterranean world. As the empire grew, traditional
Roman polytheism couldn’t satisfy the religious needs of the vast state. There is
a historical tendency that as society becomes older, larger, and more
cosmopolitan, people will demand fewer universal gods of greater scope.
Roman polytheism had incorporated regional deities of each conquest. This had
been one of the biggest advantages that supported the tolerance of Roman
society, but eventually there were more gods than people could remember,
gradually losing its attraction and influence. On the other hand, Christians were
convinced that the very same God was worshiped in the same way at every
church across the empire.

Even more importantly, they could expect that wherever they went, there would
be fellows who worship the same God and welcomed them as members of the
community. Christian communities particularly appealed to people who could
not belong to land-based or ethnicity-based groups. Such strong cohesion and
attachment among Christians were the biggest advantages over the traditional
polytheism. Traditional deities only ask for a one-on-one relationship between a
god and the believer; a person who sacrifices their time and resources, and the
god who benefits them in response. On the other hand, Christian God also
defines the relationship between his believers; God loves people, so you have to
love and save your neighbors who are loved by God, and they have to love and
save you who is loved by God. This logic was unique to Christianity. As the
empire expanded, people came and went between cities, and members became
diverse, but Christian communities were open to everyone, regardless of
ethnicity, wealth, and birthplace. Being a Christian might have been more
attractive, comfortable, and safer than being a Roman citizen.

(6) According to paragraph 6, which of the following is NOT true?

A. The Roman Empire reached its greatest territorial size around A.D. 100.

B. Roman polytheism lost some of its appeal due to the overwhelming number
of gods.

C. Christianity provided a sense of unity through the worship of a single,
universal God.

D. Roman polytheism remained fully effective in meeting the spiritual needs of
the expanding empire.

(7) According to paragraph 7, which of the following is true?

A. Traditional polytheistic religions emphasized strong bonds among believers,
similar to Christian communities.

B. Christian communities were exclusive and primarily accepted people of the
same ethnicity or social class.

C. Christianity provided not only a connection with God but also a defined
relationship among believers.

D. People preferred Roman citizenship over joining Christian communities
during the empire’s expansion.
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10.

In March 180, Emperor Marcus Aurelius, the last of the Five Good Emperors,
passed away, which marked the sunset of peace and prosperity of the Roman
Empire, known as the Pax Romana. Under his reign, disasters were frequent,
epidemics were rampant, and borders were threatened. With the death of Marcus
Aurelius, who had been diligently addressing such crises, the empire plunged
into an era of turmoil. Low fertility had been a serious problem since the 1st
Century, and the plague, which claimed the lives of one-quarter to one-third of
the population, made the situation even worse. Public order and social bonds
had changed due to a constant influx of “barbarian” settlers to make up for the
population decrease. The throne was sought with violence and the government
became unstable. The devaluation of currency and resulting inflation put many
people in poverty.

Meanwhile, Christianity was propelled by these crises. Frequently in human
history, crises and disasters have caused transitions of faith, especially when the
traditional religion fails to provide satisfactory explanation of why the disaster
occurred, a guiding principle of actions against the crises, and healing to their
grief. Epidemics, in particular, revealed notable contrasts between the traditional
religion and Christianity. While Priests of Roman polytheism were struggling to
deal with the epidemic, Christianity told that those who care, sympathize, and
support their neighbors even in difficulties would be rewarded eternal peace in
heaven. In other words, Christianity gave meaning to the calamity and guidance
for action. As Roman citizens abandoned the cities, Christians remained,
dedicating themselves to caring for the sick. Moreover, such norms and mutual
support resulted in substantially higher rates of survival among Christians. This
meant that in the aftermath of each epidemic, Christians made up a larger
percentage of the population even without new converts. Moreover, their better
survival rate would have seemed a “miracle” of God.

The same was true for the influx of immigrants and economic distress. To cities
filled with newcomers and strangers, Christianity offered a basis for attachment
and shared norms. To cities filled with homeless and impoverished, Christianity
offered charity, as well as hope that all people are equal before God. All of these
made Christianity more appealing when people were gradually disillusioned
with the traditional deities.

(8) According to paragraph 8, which of the following is NOT true?

A. The death of Marcus Aurelius marked the end of a stable and prosperous
period in Roman history.

B. The Roman government remained stable and strong after the 2nd Century.
C. The empire faced population decline due to both low birthrates and deadly
plagues.

D. Economic hardship increased as a result of inflation caused by currency
devaluation.

(9) According to paragraph 9, how did Christianity benefit during times of epidemic
crises?

A. It forced Roman priests to convert and adopt Christian practices.

B. It provided moral support and practical care, leading to better survival rates
among Christians.

C. It promised material rewards for helping others during plagues.

D. It avoided affected areas, which helped Christians remain healthy.

(10) According to paragraph 10, which of the following is true?

A. Christianity appealed mainly to wealthy Roman elites who opposed
immigration.

B. Traditional Roman deities were known for promoting social equality and
charity.

C. Christianity provided emotional and social support in times of instability and
poverty.

D. Economic hardship and immigration made people turn more strongly to
Roman polytheism.
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11. One of the profound characteristics of Christianity was that it required higher
costs and more severe restrictions from its believers than the traditional
polytheism. First of all, Christians had to live a peculiar lifestyle, and invest a
lot of time on regular weekly worship. Generally, high costs make a service or a
product less attractive, but religions may not be the case. Firstly, costly demands
mitigate “free-rider” problems. High costs screen out potential members whose
commitment and participation would be low. Also, high costs tend to increase
participation among those who do join, driven by the sunk cost fallacy.
Moreover, the more each member pays, the higher levels of benefits they gain
collectively. For example, the more fellows join the songs and prayers, and the
more enthusiastically they participate, the greater the satisfaction each
participant can experience. Another cost of being a Christian is that it requires
exclusive commitment. Christians are not allowed to worship other deities and
belong to other religious communities simultaneously. This often triggered
persecution, but it fostered a strong sense of solidarity in reverse. Thus, the high
participation costs made Christian communities attractive and cohesive, which
brought its great capacity to mobilize human resources and political influence.

12. The Roman Empire was fundamentally a collection of city-states and provinces;
the city of Rome had relations with other cities and regions individually. The
essence of Roman governance ultimately depended on whether it could maintain
loyalty and support from the ruling class in each region. With the expansion of
Christianity, churches and bishops in each city earned power to organize and
mobilize a large number of citizens. Constantine’s favorable approach to
Christianity is due to its growing influence, which he could not ignore to
stabilize his rule. Backed by his official approval in 313, Christian population
further increased, surpassing the majority by the time of Emperor Theodosius in
the late 4th century. Christians, once persecuted, had now turned the tables,
sometimes attacking pagans and destroying their temples.

13. In short, Christianity had a lot of characteristics to match Roman society and its
religious needs. Leveraging the expansive network of the Roman Empire,
Christianity spread widely and deeply, and profoundly impacted the course of
human history.

(11) The word “mitigate” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. alleviate
B. amplify
C. leverage
D. suffer

(12) According to paragraph 11, which of the following is NOT true?
A. Christianity required its believers to be exclusively committed to their faith.
B. High participation costs helped reduce the number of uncommitted members.
C. The peculiar lifestyle and time investment made Christianity less attractive to
everyone.
D. High participation costs contributed to the cohesion and strength of Christian
communities.

(13) According to paragraph 12, what was one reason Constantine officially
approved Christianity?
A. He saw the churches’ ability to influence and organize people as useful.
B. He feared a rebellion led by pagan priests.
C. He wanted to convert all Roman citizens by force.
D. He aimed to abolish the provincial city-state system of governance.

(14) Within the whole passage, all of the following are mentioned, EXCEPT
A. Christianity spread by offering cultural continuity to Hellenized Jews who
couldn’t fully integrate into Roman civic life.
B. Christians’ strong sense of community allowed them to survive epidemics at
higher rates than non-Christians.
C. Roman polytheism became less attractive as the empire expanded and
included too many regional deities.
D. Christian population became the majority as the Hellenized Jews of Diaspora
continuously increased.
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(1) X D“triumph” & FEDNR BTV D 1
A. fortune (53, H2h)
B. victory (J5F)

C. tyranny (S, Z8B0)

D. sanctity (ffE24)

Q) 2BVEIC K IUE, av RS T4 ZADF YA P REKR LB E LURDBY ZDIERD I B &
nn?

A. He was personally a devout Christian who wanted to spread his faith. (f% (Z{HAMICWHUE R XV 2 P #fET
by, BMEILEDIGEEZZTWLE)

B. He aimed to replace Roman polytheism with a more peaceful religion. (% v —~ DL MZ % X b AN
FRICHESHZA S LR HIELTwik)

C. He recognized the organizational power and influence of Christian communities. (X% Y A B LRIk
DRI &R = #E L TVe)

D. He believed that Christianity had already become the majority religion in the empire. ({¥(%¥% V) 2 F#233C
I E DS RIRFHUC 5T B EfFLT0Tk)

(3) XH D “derive” & FRDR BTV D IF
A.stem (~ICHET S, ~H5EL5)
B.expel GEIT %)

C.support (GZ#24 %)

D. develop (FET %)

4) 4BTEDNFEICEBT 50132

A. Hellenized Jews completely rejected Roman culture in order to protect their Jewish identity. (¥ YV > ¥l L 7
ATPNE, 2 PYANELTDTA TV T4 T4 2F5icn—< bz il 72)

B. New religions that lack any connection to existing traditions tend to attract more followers. (WEED{EHE & 1A
DOBENBY S HRVH L WFEHE, KD EOEHEEZLENT 2MEHA1H %)

C. Christianity appealed to Hellenized Jews because it preserved elements of Judaism while adapting to

Roman society. (¥ YA ML, 2P BOULZHRL LS u—HRTEELTC0Zzd, XY
YL L7228 NI > 72)

D. The Law of Judaism made it easier for Jews to fully participate in Roman civic life. (L4 Y OHEIZ, 2
XA —< OHRAETRICHERICSINT 5 2 L 2RI L)

G)SBEIC K B & ¥ YR NEDIINCRE T % DI - Fe BB R B 22> ?

A. Tt rejected all Jewish traditions to attract non-Jewish followers. (JEL Y ADEHEEZGIEfMfIF 57201, 2
ZY RO E TRCEM L 7o)

B. It focused only on converting Roman citizens, not diaspora Jews. (#fff24¥ ACTl372 {, v—=1iROK
FICOBRERE Y TR)

C. It maintained strict ethnic boundaries to preserve religious purity. GEENAIRES 2RO D IT, ks 2 Bk
IS & MRS L 72)

D. It appealed to a specific group of people with new religious demand. (J7 L \WWEH=— 22 FoRE D7
N—=TFDNEBIZE >TIINE > 72)

(6) 6BVEDNFIZA L 2Dl ?

A. The Roman Empire reached its greatest territorial size around A.D. 100. (72— #7 ¥ 1% P85 1004E 61 i KK
XL 72)

B. Roman polytheism lost some of its appeal due to the overwhelming number of gods. (7 —< D% #iZ L,

Wz DBBIEEINIC S o ttzd, ZOMN%E WL 500 7)

C. Christianity provided a sense of unity through the worship of a single, universal God. (¥ Y A F#%, ME—D

W 7 SHET 2 2 LT, ~REE LS L)

D. Roman polytheism remained fully effective in meeting the spiritual needs of the expanding empire. (11—

2 DLMEL, KT ZMHEORN e = — A 27T 1T, KA E LTIz 72)

7) TBEEDHNEICEHT 2 DI1F?

A. Traditional polytheistic religions emphasized strong bonds among believers, similar to Christian communities.
(BRI A% mE0E, ¥V A PBULFEER & RIS, SHEROmBWIREZ BEEL i)

B. Christian communities were exclusive and primarily accepted people of the same ethnicity or social class. (¥ V)

A SRR T, TS U R £ 7 3RO A% 2RI ANRTL )

C. Christianity provided not only a connection with God but also a defined relationship among believers. (¥

YA PR E DD%HY 7213 TH S, BERODIMEZ IR D Ht L)

D. People preferred Roman citizenship over joining Christian communities during the empire’s expansion. (77 [E ®

BRI E LT, A%i3x ) A PEIERADZIME D b n—<liRTH B Z L Z2IFAT)

(8) SETEDNAEIZAIL 2\ DIE ?

A. The death of Marcus Aurelius marked the end of a stable and prosperous period in Roman history. (@7 A -
TLY Y RADIE, m—<HRICE T BLE L EROMROKD ) 2 &1 %)

B. The Roman government remained stable and strong after the 2nd Century. (72 —<BUf X2 5L DI b %
AL, BRI 2 HERE L 72)
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C. The empire faced population decline due to both low birthrates and deadly plagues. (#7[EIX HARDET &3
N ZRER O I & D AANCTEm L 72)
D. Economic hardship increased as a result of inflation caused by currency devaluation. GEHEYIH FiFic & % A

v 7 L ORER, FEFRIREEASE AL 72)

9 IBEFEIC K D & F VR MR OEHDERIC ED X 9 B2 EZ L 7> ?

A. Tt forced Roman priests to convert and adopt Christian practices. (¥ U & F#d v —< D EE 7 6 ICBGE %
L, VYR P AOEFEZD AN H)

B. It provided moral support and practical care, leading to better survival rates among Christians. (F 1V A
b BULETEN 2 S8R & BN r 72 R, ¥V R FEGED R RSO T)

C. It promised material rewards for helping others during plagues. (BERHATIRFICABZ 2T 2 2 &kl @
BN 2 & AR L %)

D. It avoided affected areas, which helped Christians remain healthy. (&5 D3 fTHUIE 2 8, ¥ U A P EGED
TREERHER IS o 72)

(10) 10BEDNEICEHT 2D ?

A. Christianity appealed mainly to wealthy Roman elites who opposed immigration. (¥ Y A F&udFic, BR
ISR 2R T —< D) — NI 5 7)

B. Traditional Roman deities were known for promoting social equality and charity. ({572 7 —< O 1%,
KRS HPPAR L B GET 2 L TR T i)

C. Christianity provided emotional and social support in times of instability and poverty. (¥ 1 A FZZ,
A CER AR IR RICRTRIIN & & OS2 2 2 S L 72)

D. Economic hardship and immigration made people turn more strongly to Roman polytheism. (#&FFIVIREE & %
Rz, Ak z2o—<DSM#EAE XD b i)

(11) XH D “mitigate” & HEH R DIV D I1E
A. alleviate (}%R19° %)

B. amplify (¥4ifEd %)

C. leverage (B RRUGHT 3)

D. suffer (% L ¥r)

(12) HBEDOHNRICGE L Dk ?

A. Christianity required its believers to be exclusively committed to their faith. (¥ Y A +BUIEEH BN HL
THIERERLK)

B. High participation costs helped reduce the number of uncommitted members. (Z12 A 23728, a
v AV P OEBEHEOREWS T DI 7)

C. The peculiar lifestyle and time investment made Christianity less attractive to everyone. (JlUFf7Z /B 7GEk
LB, FYR FMEZTRTOANCE >THIDBBHDITLE)

D. High participation costs contributed to the cohesion and strength of Christian communities. (S 238>
8, FVAMA I 2= T4 ORTREMSICEHBNL 72)

(I3) 2BEIC KDL, avAY VT4 AT YA FEEARITER L 2B O—2 132> ?

A. He saw the churches’ ability to influence and organize people as useful. (B¢IIXZ DB EI I 26
M7z B Z2TVE)

B. He feared a rebellion led by pagan priests. (#% 13 5B D HISRIC X 2 JGiLZ BT 7z)

C. He wanted to convert all Roman citizens by force. (#2iZTXTHu—<ifiREZEHIWICERZSIE LI &L
TWwiz)

D. He aimed to abolish the provincial city-state system of governance. (f% (@M AL EZK D FEIATHEL % FE1lk L
ko tLTnik)

(14) BAPTERIN TR VDI

A. Christianity spread by offering cultural continuity to Hellenized Jews who couldn’t fully integrate into Roman

civiclife. (¥ VR PHUZ, B —vORAETER2ITETAL I LW TERLoLF Y v vl s

T ASAU SR E 2 St 5 2 L TIRE o 7)

B. Christians’ strong sense of community allowed them to survive epidemics at higher rates than non-Christians.
(F V2 FEGEFRASRFABEGRZR > T, JEXY A PEIEL D bEWEIG TR 2 L SEY

5 ENTER)

C. Roman polytheism became less attractive as the empire expanded and included too many regional deities. (72—

CAEDER L, WO L 2 HEDICHL L ELLIICRE L, R—2DL RO IZHENT Vo

72)

D. Christian population became the majority as the Hellenized Jews of Diaspora continuously increased. (¥

V¥ e b L e ADRESERIC RIS 2120 T, F YA FGED AODBZEIRE oo 72)

HE 2 50 NOYCR BRI O £ & & > ZEHERHCHF LS LZERTH Y, ¥ )R FERED AHNE

BRI DIZAYRY T4 XAD 7 A ETH 37 DDHFAD ,
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