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The Root of the World’s Inequality

November 16th, 1532 was a crucial moment in world history. A Spanish
conquistador Francisco Pizarro and his 168 soldiers successfully captured Inca
Emperor Atahualpa guarded by 80,000 warriors. Pizarro's army, equipped with
steel swords and armors, dominated the Incan soldiers with primitive weapons.
Records show that more than 7,000 Inca soldiers were killed in this battle. This
event was decisive in the European conquest of South America. From the 16th
to the 19th Century, similar events occurred in Africa, Australia, and other areas
across the globe. Local inhabitants were decimated, enslaved, and expelled from
their land by Europeans with advanced tools and powerful weapons, while the
Western societies achieved further development by exploiting labor and
resources from these regions. Why did Europeans conquer other continents,
rather than the other way around?

The immediate explanations are already clear. Europeans developed advanced
technologies before the other parts of the world did, so they could enjoy military
and economic supremacy. However, this doesn't fully answer the question. The
point is how they gained these advantages in the first place. Why was it Europe
that first developed complex societies and advanced technologies? Why did the
world ever become so unequal?

(1) The word “decisive” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. decorative
B. uncertain
C. crucial
D. delayed

(2) According to paragraph 1, what is the author's main observation about events
from the 16th to the 19th Century?
A. European colonization was mostly peaceful and beneficial to local people.

B. Europeans repeatedly conquered, enslaved, and exploited other peoples, while

local populations could not resist similarly.
C. Local inhabitants of Africa and Australia first invaded Europe.
D. The Inca Empire was the only society defeated by Europeans.

(3) According to paragraph 2, why does the author find the technological
explanation insufficient?
A. Because Europeans actually had inferior technology overall.
B. Because military supremacy is unrelated to economic supremacy.
C. Because it leaves the deeper question of how Europeans gained those
advantages in the first place.
D. Because technology was equally distributed around the world.
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In the centuries after 1500 AD, European explorers became aware of the wide
gaps among the world's peoples in technology and political organization, and
they often attributed these disparities to innate biological differences between
races. They thought they were genetically superior to the native population. To
them, it was natural that European societies were culturally and technologically
more advanced simply because they were more intelligent. However, this
answer is not just arrogant, but also wrong. There is no firm evidence of
genetic differences in intellectual ability among peoples of different races or
cultures. It's quite unlikely that Europeans are inherently smarter than people in
other regions.

If there is no genetic difference in our ability between races, why did some
cultures develop faster than others? In a word, the answer lies in geography. The
Earth is extremely diverse in terms of climate, geography, and the distribution of
plants and animals, and some parts of the world have had more ideal conditions
for prosperity. Particularly, European societies have been blessed with suitable
environments for agriculture. Their environmental advantages at the beginning
have been accumulated, amplified, and thereby translated into a huge
technological gap in the 16th Century. If the native Americans or Aboriginals
had enjoyed the same geographic advantages as Europeans, they would have
been the ones to invent steel weapons and steam engines, and would have
conquered and colonized the rest of the world. It is geography that determines
the fate of human societies, not humans themselves.

(4) The word "arrogant" in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. humble
B. conceited
C. cautious
D. uncertain

(5) According to paragraph 3, what is the author's evaluation of the 16th-19th
Century European view that they were genetically superior?
A. It was supported by clear genetic evidence at the time.
B. It was both arrogant and lacking firm evidence; Europeans are not inherently
smarter than people elsewhere.
C. It was partly correct but oversimplified.
D. It was rejected immediately by European scholars themselves.

(6) According to paragraph 4, what is the author's main explanation for differences
in cultural and technological development?
A. Differences in religious beliefs across societies.
B. Differences in genetic intelligence between populations.
C. Differences in geography — climate, landscape, and the distribution of useful
plants and animals.
D. Random historical coincidences that cannot be explained.
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5. Human history spans millions of years, and most of the time, our ancestors had

lived as hunter-gatherers. They made their living by running across the savanna
to hunt wild animals and walking through the woods to gather wild food plants.
Around 13,000 years ago, the last Ice Age ended and some people began
domesticating plants and animals. There were only a few parts of the ancient
world that developed farming independently, but in most places where farming
began, a large advanced civilization emerged.

Farming seems crucial for the arrival of civilization for several reasons. First,
agriculture made it possible to feed far more people with far less land. It
certainly depends on various factors, including the climate and the fertility of
the land, but, in general, agriculture can sustain a population 100 times larger
than that of a hunter-gatherer lifestyle per unit area. Therefore, the human
population became larger and denser. A large and dense population is necessary
for a centralized government, military power, and an effective network of
cooperation. Also, farming produces extra food surplus, with which some
people don't have to work to get food. They can spend their time specializing in
developing advanced technologies, such as metallurgy and manufacturing. By
contrast, in hunter-gatherer society, basically all members have to engage in
collecting food, so they are too busy feeding themselves to develop new
technologies. The transition to farming was clearly a decisive turning point in
human history. The next question is why did only a few parts of the world begin
farming?

(7) According to paragraph 5, what happened around 13,000 years ago in human
history?
A. All cultures simultaneously stopped hunting and gathering.
B. The last Ice Age ended, and some people began domesticating plants and
animals; in most places where farming began, a large advanced civilization
emerged.
C. The first contact between Eurasian and American peoples took place.
D. Most existing civilizations collapsed.

(8) According to paragraph 6, why does the rise of farming enable advanced
technological development?

A. Because farmers are naturally more curious than hunter-gatherers.

B. Because farming directly transmits metalworking knowledge.

C. Because farming feeds far more people per unit area and produces food

surplus, freeing some members to specialize in technologies like metallurgy and

manufacturing.
D. Because farming requires daily contact with foreign traders.
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The transition from hunting and gathering to farming is crucial for the arrival of

advanced civilization. But why did only a few parts of the world build
civilizations? For agriculture to be the basis for technological development, it
has to be an efficient way of producing food, and for agriculture to be efficient,
there have to be productive plants and animals for domestication. There were
only a few species of wild plants and animals suitable for domestication, and
they were unequally distributed around the world. Some of the most productive
crop species were only growing wild in the Eurasian Continent; wheat and
barley were growing wild in the Fertile Crescent in the Middle East, and rice
originated from a southwest part of China.

Eurasia also had the best animals for farming. There are nearly 2 million known
species of wild animals, but the vast majority have never been farmed because
they don't meet the requirements for domestication. For example, carnivores
such as lions don't make economic sense to domesticate because you have to
raise other animals just to feed them. They also have to be social animals and
get along with humans so that humans can easily control them. For example,
zebras resemble horses and thereby seem to make a good candidate for
domestication. However, they are not suited because they have become nervous
creatures as they have survived amidst Africa's great predators. Throughout
history, only 14 large mammal species have ever been successfully farmed. Out
of these 14, none was from Australia, North America or sub-Saharan Africa.
South America only had llama. The other 13 were all from the Eurasian
Continent, including the most productive livestock animals; cows, pigs, sheep
and goats.

(9) According to paragraph 7, what was the global distribution of productive wild
crop species like?
A. Productive species were evenly distributed across all continents.
B. Only a few species of wild plants and animals were suitable for
domestication, and they were unequally distributed; some of the most productive
crops were only growing wild in Eurasia.
C. Most productive species were originally found in sub-Saharan Africa.
D. Productive species existed only in the Americas before being transferred to
Eurasia.

(10) The word "resemble" in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. look like
B. compete with
C. depend on
D. outperform

(11) According to paragraph 8, why are zebras NOT suitable for domestication
despite resembling horses?
A. Because they cannot tolerate cold climates.
B. Because they are too small to carry humans.
C. Because they have become nervous animals from surviving among Africa's
great predators.
D. Because they require a specialized diet found only in Africa.

(12) Based on paragraphs 7 and 8, which statement best summarizes the agricultural
advantage of Eurasia?
A. Eurasian peoples discovered domestication earlier through pure trial and error.
B. Eurasia had a near-monopoly on the most productive wild crops and on 13 of
the 14 large mammal species ever successfully farmed.
C. Eurasia's warm climate let crops grow throughout the year.
D. Eurasian religion required citizens to engage in farming.
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9.

10.

In short, the rise of productive agriculture is not a matter of human effort or
ingenuity, but rather a matter of environmental luck in having access to the
suitable species. Eurasian societies advanced faster largely because they were
blessed with these geographic advantages, and never because they were more
intelligent or diligent. Although historical coincidences and efforts of
remarkable individuals certainly play a role, the broad trajectory of human
history is largely shaped by geographical factors.

After all, the roots of inequality around the globe will eventually come down to
environmental luck. Eurasian societies advanced earlier because the continent
was geographically blessed in various aspects. Firstly, they had access to the
best crops and animals for domestication. Particularly, the Fertile Crescent was
blessed with the most productive species, including wheat and sheep, which
gave the Middle East a head start in ancient times.

(13) According to paragraph 9, what is the author's central claim about Eurasian
success?
A. Eurasian peoples were biologically more capable than others.
B. Eurasian success is mostly a matter of environmental luck — not greater
effort, intelligence, or diligence.
C. Eurasian success has no clear cause.
D. The achievements of individual geniuses are the main driver.

(14) According to paragraph 9, which of the following is NOT part of the author's
view of how human history is shaped?
A. Geographical factors largely shape the broad trajectory of human history.
B. Historical coincidences play some role.
C. Efforts of remarkable individuals play some role.
D. Geography plays only a minor role compared with human effort and
ingenuity.

(15) According to paragraph 10, what gave the Middle East a head start in ancient
times?
A. The early development of trade routes with India.

B. The Fertile Crescent's access to the most productive species, including wheat

and sheep.
C. A monopoly on metallurgy in the ancient world.
D. Its central location for global trade.
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11. Another advantage for Eurasian societies is the shape of the continent. Eurasia
is long from east to west and narrow from north to south, while the American
Continents and African Continent are long from north to south. Therefore,
Europe, the Middle East, India and China are all at the same line of latitude.
Any places that share the same latitude automatically share similar climate and
vegetation, so crops and animals in the Middle East can also thrive in many
other parts of the continent. On the other hand, the journey from one end of
America to the other is a journey from north to south; a journey through
different climate zones and vegetation. These differences prevented the spread
of crops and animals, as well as people, ideas, and technologies.

12. It is extremely difficult to come up with a new idea from scratch, so it is much
faster to learn and imitate an innovation from others than inventing it ourselves.
For example, the idea of phonetic alphabet apparently arose only once in human
history, and it was in the Middle East around 3000 to 4000 years ago. European
cultures have inherited this invention and developed their own. With fewer
geographical barriers, Eurasian cultures were able to share inventions and
mutually accelerate their development. To explain why it was Europe, rather
than the Middle East or China, requires considering a far more complex
interplay of geographical necessity and historical contingency, so it is too
extensive to cover here. Nevertheless, it is clear that, from the onset of
agriculture, the most advanced civilizations have always been found on the
Eurasian continent, and European societies could benefit from all the inventions
and discoveries that emerged across Eurasia. Geography has shaped the course
of human history. After all, Homo sapiens have been largely shaped by the
environments in which they find themselves.

(16) The word "thrive" in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. wither
B. compete
C. flourish
D. originate

(17) According to paragraph 11, why did the east-west shape of Eurasia accelerate
its development compared to the north-south shape of the Americas?
A. Because the east-west axis had more rainfall.
B. Because places at the same latitude share similar climate and vegetation, so
crops and animals could spread across Eurasia, whereas America's north-south
journey crosses different climate zones and blocks such spread.
C. Because east-west travel is physically easier than north-south travel.
D. Because Eurasia is geographically smaller than the Americas.

(18) According to paragraph 12, why is it significant that the phonetic alphabet
apparently arose only once in human history?
A. It shows that inventing ideas from scratch is rare, so it's much faster to inherit
and adapt innovations from others; Eurasian cultures, with fewer geographical
barriers, could share and accelerate such inventions.
B. It shows that the alphabet is unnecessary for advanced civilizations.
C. It shows that the Middle East dominated all later cultural developments.
D. It shows that all major inventions independently arose multiple times.
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Answers

MHmec @B 3)C HB (5B (6)C

(HB ®C (9B (10)A (11)C (12)B

(13)B (14D (15 B (16)C (17)B (13)A

(1) ST "decisive (REEII )" & FERAMR b IV DI 2
A. decorative (HEfifif) 7z )

B. uncertain (Mg 72)

C. crucial (PEmize, Hk7%)

D. delayed (E#17:)

Q) IBRFEICL 2 L, 16~ D RO W TEH DO HLINBIEZE L ?
A. European colonization was mostly peaceful and beneficial to local people. (2 — 1 v S D i b
iz B BRI CHILIC R Z b6 L, )

B. Europeans repeatedly conquered, enslaved, and exploited other peoples, while local

populations could not resist similarly. (32— » S N5 2 82 0 3R UAEAR - BGHE - I
L7225, BN FERD I EDSTE Rd o7z, )
C. Local inhabitants of Africa and Australia first invaded Europe. (77 V) 24—+ 7)) 7 D4k
fERMGIcT—a v ucBKR L%, )
D. The Inca Empire was the only society defeated by Europeans. (2 — w1 v /S NI 7 k4313 4
YAWED RIS T, )

MLocal inhabitants were decimated, enslaved, and expelled...by Europeans; " Why did Europeans

conquer other continents, rather than the other way around?) & —%,

(B)2BERICL B &, REH T TEANAIEIC X 230, TRt ET5Dh?

A. Because Europeans actually had inferior technology overall. (3 — % v »IZFZRRIC IE R IIC
ML ->TWkhrs, )

B. Because military supremacy is unrelated to economic supremacy. (FE=FRIEN & BB |3
BIR7Z 6. )

C. Because it leaves the deeper question of how Europeans gained those advantages in the first

place. ( 'Z2dZHAHEI—a vy SPRIENZER LD £ 0) KD EORODE S H
5, )
D. Because technology was equally distributed around the world. ($Zfifi3 tHFU I IZ 94 LT
s, )

The point is how they gained these advantages in the first place; & —3,

(4) LD "arrogant (Bi27)" & EHRDIR T VLDIE ?

A. humble Gt 7%5)

B. conceited (9 &7z, #I2%k)
C. cautious ([HE %)

D. uncertain (AiED>72)

G)3RFKICE 2L, Ta—ay SABEENICENTHS ) L) YROI—a v XADH
JizFEFZE )Tl LT» 507

A. It was supported by clear genetic evidence at the time. ((4RFDE R D FFILIZEAF T & 41T
7o )

B. It was both arrogant and lacking firm evidence; Europeans are not inherently smarter than

people elsewhere. (fH12TH 5 LDkl d <, a—a vy SAMbE D Ao FEO
ERERAB, )
C. It was partly correct but oversimplified. (FBZFIICIZIE L WASHH{L I NT T/, )
D. It was rejected immediately by European scholars themselves. (2 —1 v SD2EHHHIZ X 5T
RBICRES NI, )

Tnot just arrogant, but also wrong| no firm evidence | Iquite unlikely that Europeans are

inherently smarter; & —3X,

(6) 4BTKIC X 2 & U - BT DA Z2FZ X TICE ) FHPIL T 50 ?

A. Differences in religious beliefs across societies. (££4x 2 & DFEHEINEZDE L, )

B. Differences in genetic intelligence between populations. ((2HI[E DEIEIAIREDE >, )
C. Differences in geography — climate, landscape, and the distribution of useful plants and

animals. (B —— %fez - W - LB O D, )
D. Random historical coincidences that cannot be explained. (FHHARNTTAHE 22 B S 44, )
Tthe answer lies in geography | Earth is extremely diverse in terms of climate, geography, and the

distribution of plants and animals| & —%L,

(7) SBH&IC & 5 & RT3 TAERIO N CRIDSE S 722> 2
A. All cultures simultaneously stopped hunting and gathering. (& & W % AU —F IIFIERLE %
iz, )

B. The last Ice Age ended, and some people began domesticating plants and animals; in most
places where farming began, a large advanced civilization emerged. (% DRMIAHHEH D |

—HBDNZ DI DREL « BRALZ IO, BRI E - 7:% DB TR E g sc]
o7, )

C. The first contact between Eurasian and American peoples took place. (Z—7> 7 &7 XU A D
NZ D) THefl L 72, )
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D. Most existing civilizations collapsed. (WEfF-D% { DSCHDHIE L 72, )
T Around 13,000 years ago, the last Ice Age ended...where farming began, a large advanced

civilization emerged | & —3K,

(®) 6BEIC X B b, WM OB SO E 2 FREICT 2D ?

A. Because farmers are naturally more curious than hunter-gatherers. (2R IIFFERER X b 4747
DDERAP S, )

B. Because farming directly transmits metalworking knowledge. (EEHHIIIRE DA% EHEEBZ 5
"5, )

C. Because farming feeds far more people per unit area and produces food surplus, freeing some
members to specialize in technologies like metallurgy and manufacturing. (BB IR H 72

DIXBPICBCALZEY, REERZEANT 20, RO AP WER EDOHII
WETELNG, )
D. Because farming requires daily contact with foreign traders. (BEEHHZIZAFEA & O H A 1%k
WIAEZD S, )

Isustain a population 100 times larger; extra food surplus; specializing in developing

advanced technologies| & —%,

9) TBIEIC X % & AEEOE I AR O I3 &) 7o eh ?
A. Productive species were evenly distributed across all continents. (Z:PEPED S\ Id KRR ICY
FICHMAL T, )

B. Only a few species of wild plants and animals were suitable for domestication, and they were
unequally distributed; some of the most productive crops were only growing wild in Eurasia. (¢

Ak - BEHEISE U -84 2K —HoIci o v, ZD0 M IEAE T, mdb EEED
HOERDO—KIZ 12— 7 > 7 RBETLPEELTO Ao 7, )
C. Most productive species were originally found in sub-Saharan Africa. (F d ZEFEMED E\OFEIX b
ELEYNTDMET 7V AIER LTV, )
D. Productive species existed only in the Americas before being transferred to Eurasia. (42D 5
WHRIZIEA 7 A ) D REDARIZH > T2, )

Munequally distributed around the world;  "Some of the most productive crop species were only

growing wild in the Eurasian Continenty & —%%,

(10) XD "resemble (~IZRIT W %) & EBRDSIR BTV DI ?
A.look like (~IZBITWV2, HZHAE)

B. compete with (~& 353 %)

C.depend on (~IZHK(FT %)

D. outperform (~& H it T\ 2)

(I SEEIC X 2 &, BIlTWwa DI, ey lFKEICHEI LD ?
A. Because they cannot tolerate cold climates. (SE¥HiICIN Z 5475, )
B. Because they are too small to carry humans. (& F 2 5123 TE L5, )

C. Because they have become nervous animals from surviving among Africa's great predators.

(779 DHAHEOPTEZLEONTE MR, REE LM R TIN5, )
D. Because they require a specialized diet found only in Africa. (7 7 U 51T L 2% 5 172 Wkl 72
DB 5, )

nervous creatures as they have survived amidst Africa's great predators; & —3,

(12)7 - SBED ST LT, 2— 7> 7 DR LOEMNZRD K CENT 2012 ?
A. Eurasian peoples discovered domestication earlier through pure trial and error. (ffil 72 B THE A
L&Y 2= 7 ABRBIcEKG e sl L7, )

B. Eurasia had a near-monopoly on the most productive wild crops and on 13 of the 14 large
mammal species ever successfully farmed. (b ZEPEMEDROGEEEME, T Tlcs&ElL

SNT14FD RIEFAD 5 6 1382 13 FM LTz, )

C. Eurasia's warm climate let crops grow throughout the year. (lilg 75k X D fE¥D H4EHE -
7o)

D. Eurasian religion required citizens to engage in farming. (GFBDNEEHE2 TTRICEH T Tw
7o)

BYET(EY)) & BUE(FK B DM 706 12— 7 > PHAMECHENT VAR L 2HET 5,

(AHBEICK 2 &, 2= 7> 7 DEIINZOVTDOFEZFDOHLINTRIZ?
A. Eurasian peoples were biologically more capable than others. (Z—7 > 7D A% 13fih & b Y
FIcEN Tk, )

B. Eurasian success is mostly a matter of environmental luck — not greater effort, intelligence,

or diligence. (L —7 > 7 DRINI FICEBINAETH D, £5)) - HlE - BRI ICXBH DT
E7\, )

C. Eurasian success has no clear cause. (L— 7 > 7 DI IZIAME 2 A X 200, )

D. The achievements of individual geniuses are the main driver. (il % DRKF DIHEFEIERHTH

%, )

r r

a matter of environmental luck] "never because they were more intelligent or diligent; & —%,

(14) IBRFEDHEZDARICEHEN VL DI ?
A. Geographical factors largely shape the broad trajectory of human history. (HUFR[ R 23 NS
DRERWNzZ KRESTUES, )
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B. Historical coincidences play some role. (FESINEIA D & 2 REORE %2 F723, )

C. Efforts of remarkable individuals play some role. (HHE % L WHADE b & 2 FREO%EH %
B9, )

D. Geography plays only a minor role compared with human effort and ingenuity. (AlD%$))
PHIE TR IRV, MBI ARE LR S R0, )

ARSI HFRDY T 7% 2IERER ) TH 5 LibRTE D, DIFWOFIRICK S,

(15) 1084 1c k 2 & HRICBOTHEA Y — P LBl ?
A. The early development of trade routes with India. (£ > F & DGO FIHHTEE, )
B. The Fertile Crescent's access to the most productive species, including wheat and sheep. (JI[!
Rie ZHHMAD, DEPFE L o RS LR ISP 7 2 2 TERI L, )
C. A monopoly on metallurgy in the ancient world. (FrfAIEFIZ BT 21H5EOMH 5, )
D. Its central location for global trade. (IHFLE 2B 1T % Rt i, )
MFertile Crescent was blessed with the most productive species, including wheat and sheep, which

gave the Middle East a head start; & —3,

(16) LD "thrive (R T2, L E D) EEKEDRDLIITLDI ?
A. wither (Ki#1%)

B. compete (#i§t 9 %)

C.flourish ((KZ 5., ¥)%3 %)

D. originate (EZJi % F§-2)

(A7) NBEIZ X 5 L, 22— 7 ORI 7 2V A ORI bR T A F e 2 fil & &
=D ?
A. Because the east-west axis had more rainfall. (FEPEHiliD /7 3K B 2o 7205, )

B. Because places at the same latitude share similar climate and vegetation, so crops and animals
could spread across Eurasia, whereas America's north-south journey crosses different climate
zones and blocks such spread. ([F] UfEEOHIIRIT &0 EMEBBITE D, 2—F 2 7Tl
W« KDL R0 T—Ti, T A Y Wt 3 5k 2 £ 72 2 DIRD Y D3
INkho, )
C. Because east-west travel is physically easier than north-south travel. (HPEOBENIFALE D P
BHINCEZ 206, )
D. Because Eurasia is geographically smaller than the Americas. (L—7 > 7I1&7 X ) AKEEL D
HIFINIZ NS WD 5, )

I'same latitude automatically share similar climate and vegetation; 'journey from north to

south...different climate zones and vegetation prevented the spread; & —3X,

(I8) RBEIC L B L, RELFETNV7 7 Xy MPANELLEL—ELrEFNTORNI LD
B

A. It shows that inventing ideas from scratch is rare, so it's much faster to inherit and adapt
innovations from others; Eurasian cultures, with fewer geographical barriers, could share and

accelerate such inventions. (€02 5¥W T 2 Z L IEfiT, lFOFRBMNZMUR - ZRT51FH
W B, HIBINERED D v — 5 o 7iafbid 2 9 U 7=F6H % 1uf U A IS
<&k, )
B. It shows that the alphabet is unnecessary for advanced civilizations. (7 /L7 7w b & & B SCH
IZE S TARHR TR, )
C. Tt shows that the Middle East dominated all later cultural developments. (FFH Y Z DBED &H & W
2 A FE R 2 SRl L 72, )
D. It shows that all major inventions independently arose multiple times. (322572 B 13T IS L
mAeEn s LE2RT, )

lextremely difficult to come up with a new idea from scratch " fewer geographical barriers,

Eurasian cultures were able to share inventions and mutually accelerate ] & —3X,
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