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Niccold Machiavelli “The Prince”

Have you ever heard of the term Machiavellianism? It refers to an attitude that
justifies any means to achieve its ends with cynical indifference to morality or
ethics. It is also counted as one of the “Dark Triad” traits, alongside narcissism
and psychopathy. This term comes from Niccoldé Machiavelli, a 16th-Century
Florentine political philosopher. His bad reputation is largely attributed to one of
his books called The Prince, a political treatise on how a ruler can effectively
acquire and maintain political power. Let us have a look at some of the
notorious quotes. “To maintain the state, it is often necessary to carry out
actions against faith, humanity, and religion.” "Whether or not a ruler can
maintain his state comes from cruelties badly used or well used.” “A prince can
be more merciful with a few examples of cruelty than those with too much
mercy that allow disorder to continue.” The Prince contains a lot of such
remarks that appear to lack morality, and some people may immediately find
them disgusting. At the same time, his thought marked a pivotal turning point in
the history of political philosophy that influenced later thinkers, and even today,
his words are often cited in discussions of leadership. To what extent should we
accept his opinions? How did he describe the world and humans in what
context? What can we learn about leadership and human psychology?

(1)

2)

The word “end” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. harm

B. fame

C. profit

D. goal

According to paragraph 1, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Machiavellianism is associated with morally indifferent strategies to gain and
maintain power.

B. Machiavelli’s The Prince has had no significant impact on political thought
since its publication.

C. Some people find Machiavelli’s ideas disturbing due to their apparent lack of
ethics.

D. The Prince continues to be referenced in modern discussions on leadership
and human nature.
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In the 17th chapter of The Prince, it says, “Is it better for the prince to be loved
than feared, or the reverse? One would want to be both, but because it is
difficult to put them together, it is much safer to be feared than loved.” He
meant that a ruler who is loved but not feared cannot have an enough grip on
power to maintain it. In times of peace, citizens express their loyalty to a
beloved and respected ruler. However, Machiavelli wrote, “Generally, people
are ungrateful, fickle, pretenders and dissemblers, evaders of danger, and eager
for gain. People have less hesitation to offend one who they love than one who
makes themselves feared. People are essentially wicked. Since love is held by a
chain of obligation, it is broken at every opportunity for its own utility, but fear
is held by a dread of punishment that never forsakes you.” In short, a ruler has
to seize concrete control over the citizens, and fear provides a more effective
grip than love.

Machiavelli adds, though, that the prince should not earn a grudge from people.
"Being feared and not being hated can go together very well.” When harm is
necessary to preserve the state, a ruler must act decisively without fear of a bad
reputation, and have to do it all at once so as not to repeat it and earn hatred. On
the other hand, benefits should be done continuously and little by little since
people easily forget a favor. “Anyway, the prince doesn’t have to acquire love,
but should make himself feared and avoid hatred.”

(3) According to paragraph 2, why is it safer for a ruler to be feared than loved?

A. Fear guarantees long-term affection from citizens.

B. Love is more effective than fear in preventing rebellion.

C. Fear creates a stronger and more reliable hold over people than love.
D. People naturally respect those they fear more than those they love.

(4) According to paragraph 3, which of the following is true?

A. Machiavelli believed that a prince should always prioritize being loved over
being feared.

B. According to Machiavelli, repeated harm by a ruler helps maintain loyalty
and respect.

C. Machiavelli advised rulers to avoid hatred, even if they must be feared.

D. Machiavelli emphasized that benefits should be given all at once to impress
the people.
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Machiavelli wrote, “It is not necessary for a prince to have all the good qualities
in fact, but it is indeed necessary to appear to have them.” He listed 5 qualities
that were generally considered virtues; merciful, faithful, humane, honest, and
religious. He claimed that you have to be seen to have these qualities by the
public, but you have to be able to change to the contrary whenever it is
necessary to maintain your power. "A prudent lord cannot ebserve faith, nor
should he, when such observance turns against him, and the causes that made
him promise have been eliminated.” A new prince, in particular, sometimes has
to exercise cruelties because his rule is unstable. But, again, a ruler has to
appear virtuous, so he should take great care that nothing comes out from his
mouth that is against those five qualities. Given that medieval Europe was a
devout Christian society, a ruler particularly had to appear pious, even though he
was always ready to act against religious norms when necessary.

“People in general judge more by their eyes than by their hands.” The
number of people with whom a ruler interacts and speaks directly is very small.

Therefore, the public judges their leader only by the appearance and the
consequences. When the majority has established their impression of the ruler, a
few who know the truth have little room to intervene. Also, potential rebels will
hesitate if they know that killing the prince would provoke public outrage. As
long as a ruler is seen as virtuous and maintains the state, the people will praise
him, regardless of his true character.

(5) The word “observe” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. abide by
B. break
C. scrutinize
D. watch

(6) According to paragraph 4, which of the following is NOT true?
A. Machiavelli believed that rulers must truly possess all virtuous qualities to be
effective.
B. A new prince might need to commit cruel acts to stabilize his rule.
C. Machiavelli emphasized the importance of appearing virtuous to the public.
D. In a religious society, rulers were expected to present themselves as pious.

(7) Which of the following text best expresses the essential information in the
highlighted sentence?
“People in general judge more by their eyes than by their hands.”
A. Most people believe what rulers say rather than what they actually do.
B. People tend to support rulers only when they can personally benefit from
them.
C. A ruler’s popularity depends on how often he meets and interacts with the
public.
D. People tend to form their opinions about rulers based on what they see, not
on deeper truths or personal interactions.
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Machiavelli is often regarded as the inventor of plots and conspiracies for his
statements in the Prince, but does he really deserve this notorious reputation? To
examine this question, we need to take into account the context in which the
book was written. Considering the backgrounds and the intentions of the text is
important in reading any classics. Machiavelli wrote The Prince with a clear
audience in mind: the Medici family, who had newly seized control of Florence.
More generally, it was written for a new ruler who took territory and power
from the existing lord. In other words, Machiavelli is discussing how to
maintain control over a territory where the previous ruler’s influence still lingers
and the loyalty of the people has not been fully established. In some chapters of
the Prince, he suggests the use of violence and cruelty, but we might get the
wrong impression of him if we ignore this context.

Conversely, Machiavelli praises Marcus Aurelius, the 16th Roman Emperor.
Known as the author of Meditations, Marcus loved peace and philosophy,
embraced generosity, integrity, and humility, and sincerely dealt with a series of
political challenges. Simply put, he was exactly the opposite to the style of
leadership in The Prince. Marcus inherited the throne from his adoptive father
at the peak of the Roman Empire. Machiavelli claims that Marcus Aurelius is a
glorious example to learn how to govern a state that is already established and
firm, but a new prince in a new principality cannot imitate Marcus’s actions.

Different situations require different styles of leadership. The Prince explores
how to maintain control of a state under unstable conditions where rebellion is
imminent and the ruler cannot expect voluntary obedience of the public. If that
1s the case, the evil view of human nature in the book is not a reflection of
Machiavelli’s own pessimism, but rather a product of the political realities in
which he was writing.

(8) According to paragraph 6, why is it important to consider the context in which
The Prince was written?
A. To prove that Machiavelli had no political motivations.
B. To understand that his advice was meant specifically for long-established
kings.
C. To avoid misunderstanding his suggestions of violence as general principles.
D. To reveal that the Medici family actually rejected Machiavelli’s ideas.

(9) According to paragraph 7, why does Machiavelli say a new prince should not
imitate Marcus Aurelius?
A. Because Marcus’s virtuous leadership worked only in an already stable
empire.
B. Because Marcus ruled during a time of war and instability.
C. Because Marcus used violence to secure his power.
D. Because Marcus was not actually an effective ruler despite his reputation.

(10) According to paragraph 8. which of the following is true?
A. Machiavelli’s pessimistic view of human nature reflects his personal
depression.
B. The Prince focuses on how to maintain stability in times of rebellion and
instability.
C. Machiavelli believed that all rulers could rely on the public’s voluntary
obedience.
D. Machiavelli thought the same leadership style should be applied in all
political situations.
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9.

10.

I1.

Niccold Machiavelli is one of the representative thinkers of the Renaissance.
The Renaissance was a cultural movement that turned its attention not to God,
but to human beings and the world itself. Previously in Europe, pursuit of
knowledge had long meant interpreting the Bible. However, people gradually
distanced themselves from the Bible and theology for many reasons, such as
Greek philosophy reimported from the Byzantine Empire, the rise of rationalism
and realism through commercial development, and the declining authority of the
Christian Church due to plague and corruption. Instead, they began to explore
the world through direct observation and human reason, and ceased to expect
answers from religious dogma.

Geniuses like Machiavelli and Da Vinci were the products of such historical
backgrounds. Political philosophy before Machiavelli discussed ideal
portrayals of states and rulers that actually didn’t exist. However, Machiavelli
wrote, “My intention is to write something useful to whoever reads it, so it
seems more appropriate to go directly to the effectual truth of the thing than to
the imagination of it. Many have discussed governments that have never been
seen or known to exist in truth. However, how one actually lives is far from how
one should live, so those who only see the ideal and turn a blind eye to the
reality will have no choice but to be ruined.”

Thus, it is not that Machiavelli preferred to promote a cruel view of human
nature; he simply tried to find out and accept the reality, and offer techniques for
navigating it. In other words, a man of honesty and insight just observed things
and humans as they were, and he only wrote as he observed. He separated
political philosophy from religion and morality, and shattered illusions about
governments and rulers. The Prince marked an important milestone in the
intellectual development of humankind, leaving a significant influence on later
philosophers including Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

(11) According to paragraph 9, what is Renaissance?

A. A religious reform movement that sought to return to the original teachings
of the Bible.

B. A cultural movement that shifted focus from religious doctrine to human-
centered thinking and rational observation.

C. A political movement that aimed to expand the power of the Church through
commercial development.

D. An era in which people abandoned science and reason to embrace mythology
and ancient religion.

(12) The word “portrayal” in the passage is closest in meaning to

A. painting

B. dream

C. depiction

D. reproduction

(13) According to paragraph 10, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Machiavelli aimed to write something practical and grounded in political
reality.

B. Earlier political philosophy focused more on idealistic and imaginary
governments.

C. Machiavelli believed rulers should ignore reality and strive only for moral
perfection.

D. Machiavelli emphasized the importance of understanding how people
actually live.

(14) According to paragraph 11, what was Machiavelli’s main approach in The
Prince?

A. Promoting cruelty as the best way to govern.

B. Encouraging rulers to base politics on religious morality.

C. Teaching rulers how to deceive philosophers like Hobbes and Locke.

D. Observing human nature realistically and offering practical political advice.
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Answers

(D

@B

3)C

@#HC

5)A

6)A

(7)D

®C

9 A

(10) B

(1HB

12)C

(13)C

(14D

(1) XD “end” & R IR DUV D IX
A.harm ()
B. fame (%)
C. profit  (FI%)

D. goal (HE)

Q) 1BEDNFIZEL 2\ Did ?

A. Machiavellianism is associated with morally indifferent strategies to gain and maintain power. (%% + 7'z Y
R Bk, HED) % J15 UHERE T 2 72 9 OJERERIC IEBY.L 22 (I & 5D 1 F S iCv B)

B. Machiavelli’s The Prince has had no significant impact on political thought since its publication. (=¥ %
Ty VO TR EHRECE, BOREANCKE L S A TRV RY)

C. Some people find Machiavelli’s ideas disturbing due to their apparent lack of ethics. (= ¥+ 7/'= v 1) D JiAH
FHEBLUC KT TR B X HICH A S 720, —HD AL IFZNEARRICEL T 3)

D. The Prince continues to be referenced in modern discussions on leadership and human nature. ( 7 33

X, UV —=F—> v 7 AEICET 2HROERICB T, KARELTERINT D)

G)2BTEIC kU, HILHEICE > TEIND XD BBNSN D HDBRELDIZ D ?

A. Fear guarantees long-term affection from citizens. (R [ER2> & ORIV 2B G %2 RFET )

B. Love is more effective than fear in preventing rebellion. (KL% B <12, ZD I3 & H SRR 72)
C. Fear creates a stronger and more reliable hold over people than love. C2filZZZ X D H AL IZHLTXD
W<, X OEFERZN ) 2 EANT)

D. People naturally respect those they fear more than those they love. (ANIEAFEMNIZ, BT 2AX D NS
Nz %)

@) 3BTEDNFICAHT 2013 ?

A. Machiavelli believed that a prince should always prioritize being loved over being feared. (=¥ ¥ 7'z v
i, BREFECEING I L2B/NONE LX) BERTRERLLEEZT)

B. According to Machiavelli, repeated harm by a ruler helps maintain loyalty and respect. (¥ % v *”7'= v V2 X
E, BEICK2EEDRLofEEE, B0 LB E R T 2 o1 o)

C. Machiavelli advised rulers to avoid hatred, even if they must be feared. (¥?¥ ¥ 7'z v V&, & AN
SNAETIUIRSHRVELTH, HERMLAZETS LSS LE)

D. Machiavelli emphasized that benefits should be given all at once to impress the people. (@ ¥ * 7'z v U I,
RRICEShE 5.2 5712, FRSIE—JEICG 25 NE LA L %)

(5) XH D “observe” & EIEDH o & LTV DI
A. abide by (H5F3 %)

B. break (fi%%)

C. scrutinize (FEL <~ 3)

D. watch (}%)

(6) 4BEDNFEICAB L v DId ?

A. Machiavelli believed that rulers must truly possess all virtuous qualities to be effective. (¥F ¥z v
&, HREDRINHERET 5720121, HOWLEMEZHIIMA BT UE RSBV EERTR)

B. A new prince might need to commit cruel acts to stabilize his rule. (H7 L W F 1k, $GELE S ¢ 5720
RIS AT R BT MDD 200 Ltk )

C. Machiavelli emphasized the importance of appearing virtuous to the public. (=% ¥ 7'z v V&, ERIZHED
UL LCRONS Z o EEEE BT L 72)

D. In a religious society, rulers were expected to present themselves as pious. (FZIA 7 tE& T, HIAHE 3L

BN E LR ) 2 LIRS Twik)

MNATAFENTXDERZL S EDBISELTVRLDIERD ) B ENh?

“People in general judge more by their eyes than by their hands.”
(N2 IE s, T4 0 S HTHIY %)

A. Most people believe what rulers say rather than what they actually do. (1% & A ED AL, KHH D EFRDOT
FEOL, o5 LRGN H D)

B. People tend to support rulers only when they can personally benefit from them. (A% 1%, S & AN
RS2 1F 6 N2 LB DA, KH % R T 23 H %)

C. A ruler’s popularity depends on how often he meets and interacts with the public. (GZElE D A&E, fas e
NRTHEICER E v, RT3k >TkE S)

D. People tend to form their opinions about rulers based on what they see, not on deeper truths or direct

interactions. (A% X, ZMHICTOWTORENZ, X D HEOHEHEPEEZN AW TR, Wbk
DWTIET Mg %)

Q) BRI X UE, TETH BEINLURZEET 2 2 L I3 RTEHE ) ?

A. To prove that Machiavelli had no political motivations. (=¥ * 7' = v VICBOANEIEA e 22> 72 2 & % F
HT257-9)

B. To understand that his advice was meant specifically for long-established kings. (2D BhE 235121 < F il
ZHEFRFL COAEAL LA D TH o7 I EXBRT 27:0)

C. To avoid misunderstanding his suggestions of violence as general principles. (#%23%8J))% —fJ5HI & LT
AELIEFRL VX IICTE7D)
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D. To reveal that the Medici family actually rejected Machiavelli’s ideas. (X 74 FRKPFEELICIZ <X v+ 7= v
VORMEZHRR LA E2HOPITT 270)

O TBFEICE DL, vXF v Vxy VEAEHLOAELZERLI A - 7Y LY I AZEHTRETIE AL
EBRTRZDD?

A. Because Marcus’s virtuous leadership worked only in an already stable empire. ()L 27 A DD &\
T, TCRRE L IEICBOWTOARBERE L 7202 5)

B. Because Marcus ruled during a time of war and instability. (=)L 27 A (384 & RNEE 2R RUISHEIG L 722
5)

C. Because Marcus used violence to secure his power. (=)L 7 A IS 2 MEGT 2 7D ISR 2 G 6)
D. Because Marcus was not actually an effective ruler despite his reputation. (/L 7 A Z5PH & IFHE I, FEPR
I HRE YIRS Tl Ao h5)

(10) SBEEDNEICAEKT 2 DI ?

A. Machiavelli’s pessimistic view of human nature reflects his personal depression. (= ¥ ¥ 7'= v ) O A
B9 2 W@ W, DR AR B8 2 KL T\ 2)

B. The Prince focuses on how to maintain stability in times of rebellion and instability. ( T} ¥y &, K
FLRALE RIS WIS Z HER T 2 IR Z2 2 TTWw 3)

C. Machiavelli believed that all rulers could rely on the public’s voluntary obedience. (%% ¥ 7'z v Ui, TR
TOMMEH RO AT R IRGEICHE S 2 LW TE B EfELT0k)

D. Machiavelli thought the same leadership style should be applied in all political situations. (=¥ ¥ 7'z v U
. HoWBBHANIRILCE LTI LY — 5=y 7AZ AV ZHATREL L ELT0R)

(1) SFOBEIC X B L, 3T v R EEfuh?
A. A religious reform movement that sought to return to the original teachings of the Bible. (BHEHD AR DIz~
Dlalfst % HAE U 72 G830 i Eh)

B. A cultural movement that shifted focus from religious doctrine to human-centered thinking and rational

observation. CRBMEED & AL OME & GRINZBIGN L ER 2B L 7 ULiES))

C. A political movement that aimed to expand the power of the Church through commercial development. (FZ% D
FE 2l U CREDOMEN 2 AR L &9 & L BahiE)

D. An era in which people abandoned science and reason to embrace mythology and ancient religion. (A% 23l

EMWEZ T, ES &l URE R T AN IR

(12) 3XH D “portrayal” & FIRDSR H ULV D 13
A. painting  (F21H])

B. dream (%)

C. depiction (%)

D. reproduction (#2%)

(13) 10BEDHEICEH L v Did ?
A. Machiavelli aimed to write something practical and grounded in political reality. (=% ¥ 7'z v V%, FLEMN
TEOANBIFEIIE i b0 #HC 2 L2 AL L)

B. Earlier political philosophy focused more on idealistic and imaginary governments. (RO BG4, #IAH
FFEMNTHEDBUFICE N Z ELTW0T)

C. Machiavelli believed rulers should ignore reality and strive only for moral perfection. (®¥ ¥ 7'z » Y
&, B B2 ML UMD AR Z HIF T RE LB RK)

D. Machiavelli emphasized the importance of understanding how people actually live. (¥ F ¥ 7= v Vik, A%
DHEEFICED L HIEE TV L0 Z2MIET 5 2 L OREBEEZ B L 72)

A NBEEICE 2L, THEER KBU2oXx Y2y V0ERT77u—FEEDLI Rbon?

A. Promoting cruelty as the best way to govern. (J%[i S ZHFIADIRE DOk E LCHERT 2 2 L)

B. Encouraging rulers to base politics on religious morality. (#i1A4 (< REIERIC LD S BUG 2 B2 § % 2
L)

C. Teaching rulers how to deceive philosophers like Hobbes and Locke. (i 12H Yy 7Any 7D k9 &
PP B 2 B BA B L)

D. Observing human nature realistically and offering practical political advice. (A% BIGEMIzBIZZ L,
TN RERN S 25252 L)
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