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The Art of War by Sun Tzu. It is one of the most famous and popular classics in
the East. Even 2,500 years after it was written, many people today seek advice
from this ancient Chinese military text on how to be successful in business,
sports, and so on. Indeed, some of the teachings by Sun Tzu are timeless since
his arguments are based on profound insights into human nature and
psychology. However, the values and the environments today are quite different
from his time. Bows and arrows have been replaced by drones and missiles, and
a supervisor at work is not allowed to kill his or her subordinates when they are
not obedient, like Sun Tzu did.

In order to draw lessons from classics, we need to differentiate what is universal
from what is not, and imagine how to apply it to our own situation. At the same
time, we have to be careful not to overly generalize the arguments by ignoring
the differences in context. On the flip side, deciphering classics becomes an
effective intellectual exercise. Reading classics may serve as a good remedy for
the modern tendency to seek quick and superficial answers. What lessons do
you extract from one of the greatest classics in human history?

(1)

2)

)

According to the paragraph 1, which of the following is true?

A. The Art of War is no longer relevant in modern society.

B. Sun Tzu’s teachings remain useful because they are based on deep
understandings of human nature.

C. The methods described in The Art of War are still widely practiced without
any changes.

D. Sun Tzu’s military strategies focus mainly on the use of advanced
technology.

The word “decipher” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. translate

B. turn around

C. learn

D. putout

According to the paragraph 2, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Understanding the context of a classic is important when applying its
lessons.

B. Reading classics can help counter the modern tendency to look for easy
answers.

C. All arguments in classics can be universally applied to modern situations.

D. Analyzing classics can be a valuable intellectual exercise.
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Sun Tzu says, “To fight and win a hundred battles is not the height of skill.” You
may be puzzled at this quote. What does it mean that a 100 percent victory rate
is not the best? Sun Tzu continues, “To subdue the enemy without fighting is the
height of skill.” The problem is having had a hundred battles in the first place.
Sun Tzu was not a pacifist. He opposes war from a rational strategic
perspective, rather than moral grounds.Fighting costs lives and money. Even if
you win, it inflicts significant damage on the nation’s economy. A military
action is nothing more than means to an end, and it is just one of the options to
achieve strategic goals; seizing territory and resources, repelling invasions,
assisting allied nations, and so on. Since fighting wastes resources, it is usually
the worst choice. Therefore, we need to contemplate if there is another better
way.

What he criticizes is that military leaders often make means an end in itself
without any consideration of whether or not it leads to the ultimate strategic
goal. The first line of The Art of War states, "War is of vital importance to the
state; it 1s the matter of life and death, a road either to survival or ruin. Hence it
is a subject of inquiry which should never be neglected.” Sun Tzu realized the
harm of warfare more than anyone else precisely because he was the master of
warfare.

(4) The word “repel” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. turn back
B. turnup
C. turnin
D. turn off

(5) According to the paragraph 3, which of the following is true?
A. Sun Tzu believed that winning every battle is the ultimate goal in warfare.
B. Sun Tzu opposed war for purely moral reasons.
C. Avoiding battle when possible is a wiser strategy than engaging in
unnecessary conflicts.
D. Military action is always the best way to achieve strategic goals.

(6) According to paragraph 4, What is Sun Tzu’s view on war?

War is always necessary for a state’s survival.

Military leaders should focus solely on winning battles.

War is a serious matter that should be carefully studied and considered.
The ultimate goal of a military leader is to engage in as many battles as
possible.

Cawy
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War is just a means to achieve political or diplomatic goals, and it is often the
worst option because it consumes a vast amount of resources. However, what if
you come to realize after careful consideration that you have no choice but to
fight? Sun Tzu says, “A victorious army only seeks battle after the victory has
been secured, whereas a defeated army goes to war first and seeks to win
afterwards.” Since Skillful leaders only fight when they are ready to win, they
claim victory so easily and safely. On the other hand, poor strategists start
searching for ways to win only after the battle has already begun, which often
results in defeats. In other words, we should only go to war after making every
possible preparation, dispelling any wishful thinking, and securing victory in
advance.

Sun Tzu also states, “To lift a hair is so easy that nobody praises that strength.
Skillful military leaders win with such an ease, so his victories bring him neither
reputation for wisdom nor credit for courage.” According to the Art of War,
those who are praised for lucky and dramatic victories are nothing more than
mediocre strategists. True masters are usually unnoticeable; they make every
effort to establish a situation where victory is as easy as lifting a hair.

(7) According to the paragraph 5, what is the key to victory in war?
Engaging in battle as soon as possible to gain the upper hand.
Carefully preparing and ensuring victory before fighting.
Relying on luck and improvisation during battle.

Using as many resources as possible to overwhelm the enemy.

Sowp

(8) The word “mediocre” in the passage is closest in meaning to
profound

adequate

negligible

unremarkable

SRl

(9) According to the paragraph 6, which of the following is true?

Sun Tzu valued dramatic and lucky victories as a sign of great strategy.
Winning a battle with difficulty is better than winning easily.

A military leader should seek praise and recognition for their victories.
The best strategists are often unrecognized because their victories appear
effortless.

oWy
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Sun Tzu consistently emphasizes the importance of preparation before engaging
in war, but he also discusses the tactics during actual combat.For example, there
is an interesting argument in the 8th chapter. “Always leave an outlet when you
surround your enemy; do not press a desperate enemy too hard." This may also

sound counterintuitive for many. Why do we have to provide an escape path for
the enemy forces which we want to crush?

This is not out of morals and compassion. Again, Sun Tzu was not a pacifist,
and his treatise is about how to succeed in war. When you are cornered in a dire
situation with no exit free, you will inevitably fight with all your might because
it is the only way to survive. Fighting such a desperate army is tough. Even if
you win, you will suffer enormous losses.However, once the hostile soldiers
find their way out, they will try to flee from the exit, losing their spirit to fight
back hard. Chasing an enemy in flight is far easier than bringing down a
desperate army, so you can easily claim victory with the minimum casualties
necessary.Sun Tzu warns against reaching an easy, hasty conclusion without
careful consideration. A military leader is responsible for the lives of people and
the security of the nation. His decisions have to be based on profound insights
into the psychological conditions of soldiers in a specific situation.

(10) According to the paragraph 7, why does Sun Tzu suggest leaving an outlet for a

surrounded enemy?

To show mercy and avoid unnecessary bloodshed.

To give the enemy a chance to surrender peacefully.

To prevent the enemy from fighting desperately out of hopelessness.

oowy

To make it easier to negotiate a truce.

(11) The word “compassion” in the passage is closest in meaning to

mercy
apathy

arrogance
hypocrisy

Cawpy

(12) According to the paragraph 8, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Sun Tzu emphasized understanding the psychology of soldiers in different
situations.

B. Fighting against a desperate army with no escape is extremely difficult and
costly.

C. Sun Tzu was a pacifist who opposed war for moral reasons.

D. Allowing an enemy an escape route can make it easier to defeat them with
fewer losses.
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10.

Sun Tzu’s pragmatic and rational approach is not only aimed at the enemy but
also his soldiers. For example, Sun Tzu says, “Place your army in the face of
death, and it will survive,” because “soldiers display their true strengths only
when they are in crisis.”He also wrote, “Successful generals look to the effect of
combined energy, and do not require much from individuals.” Sun Tzu argues
that leaders should strive to create a situation where soldiers inevitably exert
their full strength rather than expecting a lot from individuals’ skills and
motivation. Driving your soldiers into a critical situation is one of the ways to
generate motivation to fight fiercely and bring momentum to the army.It may
sound cruel and inhumane, but soldiers never praise a general who cannot bring
victory and let them survive, no matter how kind and compassionate he is. After
returning alive, the joy of survival will replace the fear of facing death, so the
soldiers will forget the temporary resentment against the general.

The essence of Sun Tzu’s leadership comes down to the following words; “He
will win whose army is animated by the same purpose throughout all its ranks.”
What matters is to create a condition where both soldiers and generals share the
same objectives. Victory is unlikely when the commander alone is desperate to
win while his soldiers don’t know the reason for fighting. If you tell your
soldiers to work hard when they actually don’t have any motives to work hard,
you are virtually saying nothing.

(13) According to the paragraph 9, what is Sun Tzu’s perspective on leadership in
war?
A. A good general relies on the individual skills and motivation of soldiers.
B. Soldiers fight best when they are placed in a situation where survival
depends on victory.
C. Compassion and kindness are the most important qualities of a general.
D. The best way to win a war is to avoid placing soldiers in crisis.

(14) Sun Tzu believed that a commander’s determination alone is enough to achieve

victory.

A. Soldiers do not need to understand the purpose of a battle to fight
effectively.

B. Unified purpose among all ranks is essential for success in war.

C. Motivating soldiers is unnecessary as long as they follow orders.

(15) Within the whole passage, what is a key lesson from The Art of War?
A. A good leader should rely on individual soldiers’s skills and motivation.
B. War should be avoided whenever possible, as it is often the worst option.
C. The best generals are those who achieve dramatic victories through bold,
risky tactics.

D. Soldiers should always follow orders, regardless of whether they understand

the purpose of the war.
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Answers

(B
(2)A
3C
@A
(5C
6C
(B
(8)D
9D

(10)C
(1) A
(12)C
(13) B
(14)C
(15 B

(1) 1BEEOARIC KT 5D ?

A. The Art of War is no longer relevant in modern society. ( TFR T DJeiks IFBRFEE TR b IZPEE

DR\, )
B. Sun Tzu’s teachings remain useful because they are based on deep understandings of human

nature. (Fa¥DF 2%, AMOARLNIHNT 2 EOGHRITIED VTV 5720, FTHREITL
2, )

C. The methods described in The Art of War are still widely practiced without any changes. ( TR 1D It
Fy GRS NI TR, WHhBRLIZEEL RS THRCHRINT RS, )

D. Sun Tzu’s military strategies focus mainly on the use of advanced technology. (F&7-DTE kI IX, T

IS A B DGRBS 2 T T B, )

(2) XD “decipher (fR7ET %) » L BRI DIULVDIX

translate (N9 5., PiEd 5%)

turn around (JiM%ZZZ %, HEIE23)
learn (2£.5%)

putout (W9, KT %)

o0 wp

(3) 2BUEDHRIC L 2\l ?

A. Understanding the context of a classic is important when applying its lessons. (i #LDZGN % #H T 2
Boicix, ZOSURZBFY 2 Z EAEETH D, )

B. Reading classics can help counter the modern tendency to look for easy answers. (% Hide 2 & 1%,
i 72 % 2 % RO DB R BUROEIANF T 2 DI, )

C. All arguments in classics can be universally applied to modern situations. (731D 3 XTD 25k
&, BURDIRBLIC S TEiIETE 5, )

D.

Analyzing classics can be a valuable intellectual exercise. (7% 73079 2 Hi%, 2 ANV L
%%, )

(4) XD “repel (~EBVIET) » EREDRD LV DX

oS0 wp

turn back (51ZF%9, Bi3)
turnup (B s, HEZ LF5)
turnin (FEHT 5, $£35)

turn off (9, BEZLbE )

(5) SBYEDHEIC—KT 2D ?

A.

Sun Tzu believed that winning every battle is the ultimate goal in warfare. (R 1-1Z, TXTOHR\ I
DL PWFDORMOHIETH B L E AT, )

Sun Tzu opposed war for purely moral reasons. ($RF1X AR IR 72 BEEH 2> & W& 12 RO L

720 )

Avoiding battle when possible is a wiser strategy than engaging in unnecessary conflicts. (HJfigZe[i
DO ZEET B3R, ARELFOICEZATNS XD HEWLRIETH S, )

Military action is always the best way to achieve strategic goals. (FEF{TE)IE, g HEEZ &R T %
7o DICHICIRRDTTIETH 5, )

(6) 4BIEICK 2 & PRI DS ~DFE Z T 7> ?

A.
B.

C.

D.

War is always necessary for a state’s survival. (HZEIZRDELFIC & > THICHIETH %, )
Military leaders should focus solely on winning battles. (FEDIFEL (L IZHED 2 L 2T ICEFRT
LRETH S, )

War is a serious matter that should be carefully studied and considered. (¥(FHIXPEEICHIZEL, &
JETRERKEMETH S, )

The ultimate goal of a military leader is to engage in as many battles as possible. (T D HFE#H D RAKIN
RHBE, TEZRTIEOMWMICSNT 22 ETHL, )

(7) BBEICE D L, HETHEO-DDHIIM D ?

A.

o

Engaging in battle as soon as possible to gain the upper hand. (FEMEZIE 2 -2, TE 21T HL
HEICRAT 5, )

Carefully preparing and ensuring victory before fighting. (FHIZHEG L, WERIZHEFHICLTH S
%9, )

Relying on luck and improvisation during battle. (W[ 1238 & FIEICHFH S, )

Using as many resources as possible to overwhelm the enemy. (T& % 7217% { D&% £ A LTk
ZHET 5, )

(8) XD “mediocre (- L7z) » & EBED MR LV DX

Sow >

profound (&7, HKRZ)

adequate (1437, @ 7%)
negligible (2 HT27%)

unremarkable (M5 IZ/ED %\, D)
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9) 6 BEDNRIC T 5D ?

A. Sun Tzu valued dramatic and lucky victories as a sign of great strategy. ($R 1%, BINCT3E 2 B %
BENIEIE DFE & UCRHIi L 72, )

B. Winning a battle with difficulty is better than winning easily. (% 19 BRIX, B RBFILD D
EBNTw3, )

C. A military leader should seek praise and recognition for their victories. (FEDIFEH X, H & DFEF]IC
e pFE L RAE RO 2RETH D, )

D. The best strategists are often unrecognized because their victories appear effortless. (i ® 174k

WGk, RIS e WA 2720, LIFLIETHITS v, )

(10)7BEIC X B &, HEHRTIZEML I P82 BT L2 BZ 2007
A. To show mercy and avoid unnecessary bloodshed. (A% L, ABERINE T % 70, )
B. To give the enemy a chance to surrender peacefully. (MU ARG 222525729, )
C. To prevent the enemy from fighting desperately out of hopelessness. (F{2Mft% U -CHIEICHES D
ZWi{70, )
D. To make it easier to negotiate a truce. (KIKZWEZ LT T270, )

(11)3H D “compassion (D) 7 LR DIT VDI
A. mercy (FEE, ¥H%)
B. apathy (R0, feidH))
C. arrogance (ff1EX)
D. hypocrisy ({43%)

(12) SBEEDNEIZ K L 2\ 3 ?

A. Sun Tzu emphasized understanding the psychology of soldiers in different situations. (811, % 7%
WhLcB 1 2 Lo LHE2 RS 2 2 L OEEEZEHL 72, )

B. Fighting against a desperate army with no escape is extremely difficult and costly. (J61F55D 7z V>t ed
L E ) 2 e, JERICREETH h RE k215, )

C. Sun Tzu was a pacifist who opposed war for moral reasons. ($%1-1&, JBREIZ2BLH CHk S 12 SOR
L PRIE#EHRE 57, )

D. Allowing an enemy an escape route can make it easier to defeat them with fewer losses. (kI F7E %

5252, X0AB0EECHLLT RS, )

(A)IBFEIC L B L, BT DOEAITEB T 2 ) —F—> v 70 BRI fH 2
A. A good general relies on the individual skills and motivation of soldiers. (4172 fFFIX, et 4
DL BRI, )
B. Soldiers fight best when they are placed in a situation where survival depends on victory. (JE1:
&, EEED =D IHFHBBERBUICE NI & ElTiRd KD, )
C. Compassion and kindness are the most important qualities of a general. (S0 & B L S 1%, FfHEIC
EOoTROVEELREUTH S, )

D. The best way to win a war is to avoid placing soldiers in crisis. (#F I OREDITEIX, ELE A
BHRILICB 2RV L TH D, )

(141 0 BHEDONFIL—ETHD1E?

A. Sun Tzu believed that a commander’s determination alone is enough to achieve victory. ($& 71, FEfH
HOWRERZT OB EERTES EEZ TR, )

B. Soldiers do not need to understand the purpose of a battle to fight effectively. (Jtd:i&, ¥\ > HIK%
B LT S THRRIICIRZ 2, )

C. Unified purpose among all ranks is essential for success in war. (J&FricB\VTIX, EREROH
INFZHPRIN AR TH S, )

D. Motivating soldiers is unnecessary as long as they follow orders. (Jth2 M IcftHIPRY . 5% &
& BT, )

(15 ZoXEICKk B L, THRToleiky OFENIMD 2

A. A good leader should rely on individual soldiers’s skills and motivation. ({17 $5#HE& 1%, St~
DEBEE ERICELRNETH S, )

B. War should be avoided whenever possible, as it is often the worst option. (¥{F+IZT[fE 7R b HELF
ERETHY., 2R LIFUIXIEDENTH 5, )

C. The best generals are those who achieve dramatic victories through bold, risky tactics. (&% B 4172 FFH
LlE KIETY A7 DFEOIERTIC X > TR ZIFR 20 2 bDTH 5, )

D. Soldiers should always follow orders, regardless of whether they understand the purpose of the war. (%
LA DOHNZIREL TV 2289 IRz, FIcMaicit i RETh 2, )
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