The Ship of Theseus #1

Theseus is a legendary king of Athens.
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Once he sailed on a ship to rescue children,

and his ship is on display in a museum.
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Every time a part of the ship rots,

D —EBH3E % 7- NI,

they replace it with new wood.
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If they replace all the original parts,
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is it still the same ship?
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Can we still call it “the Ship of Theseus?”
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Also, if they take all the removed wood
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and somehow put it back together to make another ship,
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is that the Ship of Theseus?
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Which do you think is the true Ship of Theseus?
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When you consider one or the other to be the true ship,
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what makes you think so?
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The Ship of Theseus #2

The Nile River has been the lifeline of civilization in Egypt
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for thousands of years.
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But what exactly is the Nile?
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The water flowing in the Nile is never the same.
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The location of the river 1s also changing.
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The Nile has moved at each flood.
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In that sense, we cannot see the same river again.
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However, we give it a name
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and think of it as the same river.
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The same is true for our bodies.
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A human body consists of 37 trillion cells,
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and old cells are constantly replaced with new cells
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through metabolism.
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Most of your cells 10 years ago don’t exist now.
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But interestingly enough,
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you have been the same person.
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The Ship of Theseus #3

The Ship of Theseus is everywhere in our society.
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For example,
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Ford Motor Company was founded by Henry Ford in 1903,
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and achieved great success with Model T.
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Today, the founder is dead,
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the initial members are already gone,
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the headquarters has been rebuilt,
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and they don’t make the Model T anymore.
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Still, we don’t think it is a different company.
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Why do we still think of it as the same organization,
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even though its original components do not exist any longer?
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What makes us believe it is the same company
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as it was 100 years ago?
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It may exist only in our imagination.
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Ford Motor Company exists
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just because we believe it does.
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