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Beginner Episode 13 : Sun Tzu “The Art of War”
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Your English teacher has assigned this article to you. You need to prepare notes to give a
short presentation.

Sun Tzu “The Art of War"

“If you know your enemy and yourself, you will never lose in a hundred
battles.” Probably many of you have heard this phrase. These famous words come from
“The Art of War” by Sun Tzu, an ancient Chinese military text written 2,500 years ago. It
basically teaches us how to be successful in war, but it is still very useful today. Many
things in our lives are like battles, such as examinations, playing sports, romantic
relationships, and job hunting. His teachings are based on his deep understanding of
human nature. So even though it was written a long time ago, its lessons are quite
valuable today. What is the key to success in battles?

Sun Tzu says, “to win a hundred battles is not the best.” You may be surprised at
this saying. Winning all the battles you fight seems great, but he disagrees. Sun Tzu
continues “to break the enemy without fighting is the best way.” Fighting is nothing more
than means to an end, and it costs lives and resources. If you can break the will of the
enemy without war, you should not fight.

We often make the means an end in itself. For example, taking notes is just a
means of learning, but we often focus only on making the notebook beautiful. We should
ask ourselves whether it helps us understand and remember the lesson. Sun Tzu’s words
always remind us of the following important questions. “What is the final purpose?”
“Does this serve as a means to achieve the goal?” “Is there another better way?”’

Usually, the result of a battle is already decided before it starts because great
military leaders only fight when they have the necessary conditions to win. Sun Tzu
wrote, “Successful leaders win first, and then go to war. Unsuccessful leaders go to war
first, and then seek to win.”

The outcome is mostly decided during the preparation phase, not on the actual
battlefield. Great leaders collect all the information necessary to know their enemy and
themselves. They prepare enough soldiers, weapons, and food. They use spies and
diplomats to decrease the power of the enemy. They carefully choose the location of the
battlefield. Successful leaders do everything they can before the fighting begins. They
win the actual battle all too easily because they fight the enemy that is just about to lose.
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Your notes: ] 1  Choose the best option for [ 1 ].

@D its lessons apply to modern life.

Outline b h . .
[Outline by paragraph] @ its lessons are outdated and irrelevant to today.

it only applies to ancient military conflicts.
1. Introduction to Sun Tzu’s The Art of War @ . Y app . . Yy

, ) _ @ it holds practical values in modern warfare.
Famous quote: “If you know your enemy and yourself, you will never lose in a

hundred battles.”

Relevance: Although written 2,500 years ago, [ 1 ] /2 Choose the best option for [ 2 ].

Key idea: Success in battles (and life) is based on understanding [ 2 J. (D advanced technology
@ random chance and luck
2. Winning Without Fighting @ physical strength and endurance
Sun Tzu’s philosophy: “To win a hundred battles is not the best-- [ 3 ].” @ human nature
Insight: [ 4 J; avoiding conflict when possible is wiser.
Application: Reflect on purpose and efficiency in life—[ 5 ] 13  Choose the best option for [ 3 1.
3. Preparation Determines Outcome (D to engage in every battle is the best strategy.
Sun Tzu’s quote: “Successful leaders win first, and then go to war.” @ to break the enemy without fighting is the best.
Key idea: [ 6 J decide the outcome before the battle begins. @ to constantly increase the winning rate is the most important.
Strategy: Great leaders gather information, prepare resources, weaken the enemy, @ to avoid planning and focus on direct confrontation is the best
and choose advantageous settings. approach.
4. Lessons for Success in Life ffid4  Choose the best option for [ 4 ].

Planning: Thorough [ 7 ] ensures success. (D Fighting is always necessary to prove strength

lection: | I ffici g L _ .
Reflection: Constantly evaluate [ 8 ] and efficiency (2 Engaging in conflict is the most efficient use of resources
Application: Sun Tzu’s teachings are timeless tools for achieving success in battles

it 3 Avoiding conflict shows weakness and should be avoided
and lire.

@ Fighting wastes lives and resources

] 5  Choose the best option for [ 5 1.

(D focus on means that truly achieve the desired end.
@ prioritize means over purpose in all situations.
@ stick to the most widely accepted idea.

@ take a careful balance between the means and the end.
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i 6  Choose the best option for [ 6 1.

(D Improvisation during battle

@ Preparation and conditions for victory
@ Purely a matter of luck

@ The leader’s tactics

] 7  Choose the best combination for[ 7 Jand [ 8 ].

(D purpose and readiness
@ strategy and soldiers

@ preparation and purpose
@ tactics and strategies
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