RIPPLE ENGLIS
ACTIVE LEARNING PROGRAM

Workbook for:

“The Media and Democracy”

BIEETEG: -A- N = ol B el DA Gl

RBERAROZFEIL. BWI-BZoBTX*LETAIEEBLALHRIIDH A,
=y Ab@%Lf&Liv T, TERFOBTHRBERYV A=V HHRFET
LBEDAY Ty FRBRAIELRELTCEBICEZEI®EILL ). F—L—IUh
LAOYVO—FTEZ2ZRBBOTXR ALV ITFRCITEN, 3712, HBE
WTHLBEMIBIDOHIRITY, B2ELXRBLTLI-TW2LbLNELA

p, OB50RWE L) LHNOEIRLBC I TEDLEBIZED 27!

©2025 Ripple English | https://www.ripple-realprogram.com



The Media and Democracy

Democracy is in peril all around the world. After the 2020 US presidential
elections, supporters of Donald Trump stormed and occupied the Capitol,
claiming that the election had been rigged. Democrats and Republicans could
not agree on even the result of the elections and could hardly hold a civil
conversation without appealing to violence. Not only in the US but also in other
democracies such as the United Kingdom, France, and Germany, political views
have been polarized, partisan conflict has intensified, and civil dialogue has
become difficult.

Perhaps democracy, by its very nature, is not something that is easily
established. Democracy is not a modern invention; as early as the 6th century
BC, small city-states like Athens were known for their democratic governance.
However, it was only after the modern era that we could witness democracy in
large nations, and we may not continue to do so in the 21st century. For
democracy to thrive, there must be adequate mass-communication technology,
the media has to fulfill its role, and each citizen must possess sound information
literacy skills. As technology advances and the nature of the media changes,
how can we sustain a healthy democratic society?

(1)

2)

3)

The word “peril” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. jeopardy

B. war

C. dump

D. progress

According to paragraph 1, which of the following is true?

A. In the United States, both political parties peacefully accepted the 2020
election results.

B. Political polarization and intensified partisan conflict are occurring only in
the United States.

C. Supporters of Donald Trump stormed the Capitol because they believed the
election was fraudulent.

D. Civil dialogue has improved in democracies such as the United Kingdom,
France, and Germany.

According to paragraph 2, which of the following is implied about the future of
democracy?

A. Democracy is guaranteed to flourish as technology advances.

B. Ancient city-states like Athens had better communication technology than
modern nations.

C. Large nations have always struggled to maintain democracy due to their size.
D. The stability of democracy depends on citizens’ ability to handle information

properly.
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Democracy is not only a matter of ideology but also technology. For democracy
to thrive, citizens must be able to engage in public debate on important issues.
Obviously, it requires the attitude and ability to talk with humility and respect,
but they are not enough. People need to be within hearing range of one another,
and have at least a basic understanding of what they are talking about. This is
increasingly difficult as the scale of community grows. For example, ancient
Rome, which started as a tiny city-state, had long been governed with a
democratic ideal, but it shifted toward imperial rule during the 1st Century BC.
As the territory expanded and the members increased and diversified, people
could not make their voice heard to each other, and citizens in each region could
not share the basic understanding of all issues across the empire. People in the
Iberian Peninsula and Sicily could not have dialogue across the Mediterranean,
nor could they learn their political issues from one another. The rise of imperial
rule is not because Caesar and Augustus personally wanted to be a dictator; it is
because they lacked mass-communication technology to enable democracy in a
large society. This was already acknowledged by ancient Greek philosophers
like Plato and Aristotle, arguing that democracy is only possible in small-scale
city-states.

In the modern era, many countries adopted democracy partly because it was
technically possible. The rise of mass media, such as newspapers, the radio and
TV, allows us to know issues across the nation. When Florida is hit by a
hurricane, people in California can learn the damage and reconstruction. When a
newly elected President delivers an inaugural address, citizens can listen to it in
real time, and the press responds with a wide range of opinions, representing the
public. Through the media as a gatekeeper, people can learn and share their
views on various issues. Without this technology, how can we choose whom to
vote for?

(4) The word “acknowledged” in the passage is closest in meaning to

A. criticized
B. recognized
C. grateful

D. concluded

(5) According to paragraph 3, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Democracy requires citizens to communicate with mutual humility and
respect.

B. The expansion of Rome made it harder for citizens across different regions to
share basic political understanding.

C. Caesar and Augustus intentionally destroyed democratic governance for
personal power.

D. Ancient Greek philosophers believed that democracy could function only in
small communities.

(6) According to paragraph 4, why did democracy become more feasible in the
modern era?

A. Because citizens became less interested in national issues and relied more on
local leaders.

B. Because mass media enabled people to access and share information across
the nation.

C. Because modern presidents no longer need to communicate directly with the
public.

D. Because natural disasters became less frequent, allowing governments to
stabilize.
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The media is responsible for democracy in three ways. First, they set the
agenda. Since our time and mental capacity are limited, we cannot be aware of
everything happening within the community. The media coverage effectively
decides which topic is to be informed and discussed. When the newspapers
report an earthquake on the front page instead of a celebrity scandal, people are
directed to learn about the disaster and ignore the scandal.

Secondly, the media represents the public opinions. For example, when the
Prime Minister makes a speech, media outlets carry various views, including
both praise and criticism. Since it is impossible for millions of residents to
gather in a place and exchange their opinions, the media speak for their political
stances on behalf of the public, by which people can indirectly engage in
political discussions.

Thirdly, they provide us with opportunities for incidental political learning.
When you turn on the TV for whatever the purpose—be it the sports news or the
weather forecast, you end up watching the news for politics and the economy.
Those who reach for the paper to check the TV schedule end up being exposed
to the main topics featured on the front page. Scholars argue that this has helped
sustain the basic level of political interest and understanding among the public.

We will refrain from discussing whether the media have fulfilled these roles
sincerely and effectively. At least, however, modern information technology has
enabled the mass media, and democracy in large nations has been impossible
without the media. With the spread of the Internet and the development of IT
technology, the media gradually shifted to the Web, and the way we get news
and handle information have changed. Modern democracy has been enabled by
information and mass-communication technology. Ironically, will democracy be
impossible because information technology is becoming too sophisticated?

(7) According to paragraph 5, what does it mean that “the media set the agenda”?

A. The media decides which events will occur in society.

B. The media chooses which topics the public pays attention to.

C. The media forces people to agree with its political opinions.

D. The media prevents people from learning about natural disasters.

(8) According to paragraph 6, why is the media said to “represent the public
opinions”™?

A. Because the media expresses a variety of perspectives that reflect what many
people think.

B. Because the media allows citizens to directly debate with the Prime Minister
during speeches.

C. Because the media always supports the government’s official position.

D. Because the media limits political discussions to only a small number of
experts.

(9) The word “incidental” in the passage is closest in meaning to

A. intentional
B. indispensable
C. subsidiary
D. subliminal

(10) According to paragraph 8, which of the following is true?

A. Democracy in large nations has developed independently of information
technology.

B. The shift of media to the Internet has had no impact on how people receive
news.

C. Modern democracy depends on information and mass-communication
technology.

D. The paragraph claims that the media have always fulfilled their democratic
roles effectively.
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10.

I1.

In democratic nations, the media are mostly for-profit private companies. It
allows their independence from the government, but it also brings the media a
dilemma inherent in the commercial sector. Any private business must earn
profit to survive and grow, which requires their service and products to be
purchased and used. The media cannot carry on their business unless their
contents are viewed or subscribed. The problem is that the more sensational and
tailored to public interest the content is, the more likely it is to sell. This fact
often conflicts with the mission of the media to deliver accurate and high-
quality information.

The Spanish-American war in 1898 was triggered by an intense competition
among mass media that lacked commercial ethics. At the time, The New York
Journal and The New York World were fiercely competing to increase their
circulation. Even before the war, the two papers were spreading intriguing
exaggerations and sensational lies. As the momentum for independence was
growing in Cuba, which was then a Spanish colony, both newspapers
exaggerated the brutality of the Spanish military with fabricated stories and
dramatic imagery. Many citizens were stimulated by their sense of justice and
driven to buy their papers. When the US battleship Maine sank in Havana
Harbor by an unexplained explosion, killing 268 sailors, The New York Journal
accused Spain of this incident before any inquiry was completed, and further
intensified the public outrage. The US government gave in to the public
sentiment and reluctantly decided to go to war. After the outbreak, these papers
reporting the war sold like hot cakes.

Business has to be what brings benefit to society and profit is just a means to
continue and develop. If the mission and ethics are neglected and profit
becomes the end in itself, business could rather harm society. This dilemma is
particularly the case with the media. On the flip side, problems of the media are,
in turn, problems of the general audience as well. The media outlets provide
sensational content precisely because there is a public that consumes it.

(11) According to paragraph 9, what is the dilemma faced by for-profit media
companies in democratic nations?

A. They must follow government orders to maintain their independence.

B. They struggle because sensational content is less profitable than accurate
reporting.

C. They cannot attract audiences unless they eliminate all entertainment-
oriented content.

D. Their need to make profit can conflict with their duty to provide reliable
information.

(12) According to paragraph 10, which of the following is NOT true?

A. The New York Journal and The New York World used sensational and
fabricated stories to increase sales.

B. Public outrage toward Spain intensified after the sinking of the USS Maine.
C. The U.S. government enthusiastically declared war on Spain from the outset.
D. Both newspapers benefited commercially from reporting on the war.

(13) According to paragraph 11, what is suggested to be a root cause of problems in
the media?

A. The media’s lack of technological innovation prevents them from producing
quality content.

B. The audience’s demand for sensational content encourages the media to
prioritize profit over ethics.

C. Profit is inherently incompatible with any form of socially beneficial
business.

D. Ethical business practices can be maintained only when companies
completely ignore profit.

©2025 Ripple English | https://www.ripple-realprogram.com



12.

13.

14.

Being a citizen of democracy is not easy. It requires various skills and attitudes,
such as having an interest and understanding in public issues, listening humbly
to different opinions, and being able to talk with respect. These are becoming
even more difficult since the spread of the Internet and social media services.
Unlike TV and newspapers, which offer a limited selection at a given time,
online platforms like Facebook and YouTube let you consume only the content
you like.

Even more seriously, the business model of Internet media is usually
engagement-based advertising; the longer users stay on the platform and the
more views and likes they generate, the more profitable it becomes. Therefore,
the algorithms of social media are designed to learn the preference of each user
and only show the content they prefer. Also, social media tends to be flooded
with intense, sensational opinions for two reasons; people with strong and
polarized views are usually more motivated to post content, and emotionally
provocative content are more likely to go viral. As a result, one’s newsfeed is
filled with extreme and agreeable opinions. Those spoiled with such
comfortable and stimulating information environments often find it difficult to
listen calmly to opposing views or to treat everyone with love and respect
regardless of their backgrounds and political beliefs.

Essentially, democracy is about making compromises by listening patiently to
each other, so a certain degree of discomfort and frustration is not a flaw in
democracy, but a feature by design. Winston Churchill famously said,
“Democracy is the worst form of Government except for all those other forms
that have been tried.” In a sense, we avoid the harm of dictatorship and
totalitarianism in exchange for the discomfort of listening and effort of dialogue.
As an individual, we might only see what we want and associate with only those
we can agree, but then democracy will inevitably fail, and consequently, we all
would suffer in the end. As information technology and the media are constantly
changing, how can we maintain robust democracy? How should each citizen
approach information?

(14) According to paragraph 12, what challenge has the rise of the Internet and
social media created for citizens in a democracy?

A. They force people to watch only political content chosen by major news
companies.

B. They make it harder for citizens to encounter diverse viewpoints naturally.
C. They require every user to post their political opinions publicly.

D. They limit people’s access to information about public issues.

(15) According to paragraph 13, which of the following is true?

A. Engagement-based advertising encourages platforms to keep users online
longer.

B. Social media algorithms intentionally expose users to a wide range of
opposing views.

C. People with moderate opinions are the most active posters on social media.
D. Exposure to extreme yet agreeable content helps users communicate
respectfully with those who disagree.

(16) According to paragraph 14, what is implied about the “discomfort” involved in
democracy?

A. It is a sign that democracy is fundamentally failing.

B. It is an unavoidable and purposeful part of how democracy works.
C. It can be eliminated if citizens choose to avoid opposing views.

D. It proves that dictatorship is a more efficient system of government.

(17) Within the whole passage, all of the following are mentioned, EXCEPT,

A. Ancient Greek philosophers argued that democracy is only feasible in small-
scale city-states because of technological limitations.

B. Commercial competition among newspapers contributed to the outbreak of
the Spanish-American War.

C. Modern mass media help sustain democracy by setting agendas, representing
public opinion, and enabling incidental political learning.

D. Government-owned media organizations play a central role in ensuring
democratic stability in modern nations.
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(HA
@2c
()b
4B
O
(6B
(HB
®)A
“cC
(10)C
(1)D
(12)C
(13)B
(14)B
(15 A
(16) B
(17)D

(1) XD “peril (fab) » IR DTV DI
A. jeopardy (fif%)

B.war (&%)

C.dump (= IH5TH)

D. progress (E4*)

Q) IBEDHNEICAHT 2012

A. In the United States, both political parties peacefully accepted the 2020 election results. (7 X U A 4 [EH T
L TISE & 20205 DSR2 PRIRICZ I A7)

B. Political polarization and intensified partisan conflict are occurring only in the United States. (BRI —Aifl &
SR DX ZOWALNE T A U AGRETORFEEL TV 3)

C. Supporters of Donald Trump stormed the Capitol because they believed the election was fraudulent. ( F
FIUR « b7V TROTRHEB I, EEPLIETD S &5 U THZE I 2 HE L)

D. Civil dialogue has improved in democracies such as the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. (£ ¥V A
77 v A, FA YR EORELHETIE, TREOMFEIEEHES LT 3)

R) 2Bk 2 &, REEFROIFRICOVTRBEINTLEDIFRD I L ENTT )

A. Democracy is guaranteed to flourish as technology advances. (F¢flf D ES 1P R T 31T 0 T H T
%)

B. Ancient city-states like Athens had better communication technology than modern nations. (7 7 %® X 9 721k
FRAEBHTEIZIE . BIRER X ) bENBERM 2R > Twi)

C. Large nations have always struggled to maintain democracy due to their size. (KIE/IZHI1CZ DHMED WD 2 12
REEZOMFHE I LTER)

D. The stability of democracy depends on citizens’ ability to handle information properly. (113D &
&, FEIRDHHZEYNC S BN > TN B)

(4) XD “acknowledged GGRAIZ LT %) » LR OITV DX

A. criticized (BEHIZ T 3)

B. recognized (5i WV T\5%)

C. grateful (EH LTV 3)

D. concluded (f5i@21F 5 C\23%)

(5) 3BEEONFITAHKL 20 DIE ?

A. Democracy requires citizens to communicate with mutual humility and respect. (FFEFZEIE, TR\ IC

MRS LA o Casasr—va v R LB LENEET Z)

B. The expansion of Rome made it harder for citizens across different regions to share basic political understanding.
(0 —<FEDIERIC LD | 270 2 MO RPFEARN 2 BORIELEZ 4§ 2 2 L HBWEEIC 2 > 72)

C. Caesar and Augustus intentionally destroyed democratic governance for personal power. (/1 ZH)L & 7

97 A by A, HADHETI D 7= I IR TN il 2 MM HIE L 72)

D. Ancient Greek philosophers believed that democracy could function only in small communities. (FFft¥ Y > +

DEFHLSIE, REIRENS RHABTORBET S LELTOR)

(6) 4BtEIC K aud, ERICB W TIRETEA L D FBIREIC 2 5 72 D I3 A ?

A. Because citizens became less interested in national issues and relied more on local leaders. ([E23EIZ O [
NDOBDZ R HITOIREENDRFIENE E > 72720)

B. Because mass media enabled people to access and share information across the nation. (A X 54 7IC
Ko, HRPEFHDIEHICT7R2A L, WHETELX)ICho77D)

C. Because modern presidents no longer need to communicate directly with the public. (BIRD KR b 13
EREEEI 22— a v & 0070 o707 ®)

D. Because natural disasters became less frequent, allowing governments to stabilize. ([ 5&55E 0B E DA

L. BUSDLET 2 L)k oTl)

7 SBREICK B E, TATH THHEEZRET S, LI 0 EKR»?

A. The media decides which events will occur in society. (X T4 ZIItEETED & 5 R HRFEIR 2 2 0% 1k
EY3)

B. The media chooses which topics the public pays attention to. (X 74 7IZA\Z N EDGEICHEHT %0
ZiERT %)

C. The media forces people to agree with its political opinions. (X 74 71Z A% IZH & OBGANERICHET
% k) EHld )

D. The media prevents people from learning about natural disasters. (X 74 7 1 A% SHRKEICOWTHIS
ZLERITD)

®) 6BERIZ kUL, X 70 73 TREZAKT 2, LEbITWwLHR?
A. Because the media expresses a variety of perspectives that reflect what many people think. (X 74 7 1Z.
% DANRDEZ 2 WL LMtz #8lT 50 5)

B. Because the media allows citizens to directly debate with the Prime Minister during speeches. (X 74 7 (%, [E
RONHBIRICE M & EEEER T 2 2R L Tw 2 005)
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C. Because the media always supports the government’s official position. (X 74 7 I H B DAL % 3
LTV 3H0)

D. Because the media limits political discussions to only a small number of experts. (X 74 7 &, BOGI 72 &
ZPBOFEMRIZFICREL T 502 5)

(9) XH D “incidental (HFEMZ, “KWZR) » EE®RD S > E BT DIE
A. intentional (EXXI1Y72)

B. indispensable (ANHJ/K 72)

C. subsidiary (X 72)

D. subliminal (#355%)

(10) SBEEDNEICHKT 2 DIx ?

A. Democracy in large nations has developed independently of information technology. (KIEIZ &1} % K338
X, RN £ ST L TR LT E )

B. The shift of media to the Internet has had no impact on how people receive news. (X 74 7D A ¥ —F v b
~NOBATIR, A2 2 — AR RTINS ST E 52 T0a0)

C. Modern democracy depends on information and mass-communication technology. (BURDR T 3:2%1%,
i e v A2 2= — a VEIfICKE L T03)

D. The paragraph claims that the media have always fulfilled their democratic roles effectively. (Z DE&&IX, X
T4 T IR ETE OB 2R RIN R LTS ETRL T 3)

(1) 9OBFEIC K, RETRERICE T 2 HMX 71 TREPEINT 52 L v 23 fid ?

A. They must follow government orders to maintain their independence. (FUN71%E:% HERF 9 2 72 O ICBUN D v 4y
bR IR 6 %)

B. They struggle because sensational content is less profitable than accurate reporting. (2>t — a3 FiLkayv
7YY IRIEMERBOE L D S IREMEDME V720 TR L TW» )

C. They cannot attract audiences unless they eliminate all entertainment-oriented content. (E4EE D 3 > 57
VETXTHRLRWIRY | SEEZ5 S 2 2B TER0)

D. Their need to make profit can conflict with their duty to provide reliable information. (F5]% 8K 3 % 46
HEI, BHITE 2052 06T 2 88 L %S 2 WHENED D 5)

(12) 10 ZEDHFICEEL 20Dt ?

A. The New York Journal and The New York World used sensational and fabricated stories to increase sales. (== —
=7 - Py —FNflE =2 —3—7 - V=)L FfE, B LEEZMIETAOICE v —Y a FUgiddie
Pt A FAL )

B. Public outrage toward Spain intensified after the sinking of the USS Maine. (¥ffii # 4 > 5 D%, A4
VIZRT 2 EIROE D BEE o 7)

C. The U.S. government enthusiastically declared war on Spain from the outset. (7 X U A B 49D 5
BT ARA VIcHin S L 7)

D. Both newspapers benefited commercially from reporting on the war. (Hiff€ & & HFriEic X > TRIZEMNIC
s %2 1572)

(13) WIS XU, A 74 7 OMEORARIN 2 B CH 2 L RBINTV 50 ?

A. The media’s lack of technological innovation prevents them from producing quality content. (X 74 7 D £l
B DRADS, BDE 2y Ty ORfEZ T T»5)

B. The audience’s demand for sensational content encourages the media to prioritize profit over ethics. (f}
WEHRer—2a VB avy Ty YR ROTOED, A74 7MHALL D bAIE 2 BT 5 Hirss
55)

C. Profit is inherently incompatible with any form of socially beneficial business. (Fl3&(%, V2272 2 RED LS
PN A 2 93 & AR A )

D. Ethical business practices can be maintained only when companies completely ignore profit. (1232345 % 5%

BITIALL 72 BIc DA, MBI E Y R AT 2 /R TE 2)

(4 RBEICK DL, A VvF =2y PEY =Y YA A T 7OHEFIE, REZFEEZICBLTIRICED
k)R b o Licn?

A. They force people to watch only political content chosen by major news companies. (KFHGEKEIHNEA 72
Bogary sy R ERD 2 LR AL T»3)

B. They make it harder for citizens to encounter diverse viewpoints naturally. (Tii 25 HARICZ RIS
fillhr s 2 & &L S LT 3)

C. They require every user to post their political opinions publicly. (FXTD L—H —HBEHIE L2 21 fefi
THIERERLTV?)

D. They limit people’s access to information about public issues. (ANFHDFTEIZEIT 2 EHR~ND AL DT 7 %
A%HPR LT 3)

(15) BEREDODNELEET 5D ?

A. Engagement-based advertising encourages platforms to keep users online longer. (L% —3 X ¥ b cHE
DB, 779 b 74— LB 2P =2 LY RIAVITL4 VIRBICO 5 2 & 2ET)

B. Social media algorithms intentionally expose users to a wide range of opposing views. (VY — ¥ L X T4 7D
TTY AL, BRNIZ =Y — 2RO RIC S 59)

C. People with moderate opinions are the most active posters on social media. (Fft72E L2 RO A% 23, Vv —
TR T T Tl D RIS R S )

D. Exposure to extreme yet agreeable content helps users communicate respectfully with those who disagree. (1
WiCH D BNSAETE2a v Ty Iciing 2T, - —EERORE 3 A4 LR E R > TR
EEETE %)

(16) 14BtE I kaug, BRI TARE IO THDIRIZI TV 50 ?
A. Ttis a sign that democracy is fundamentally failing. (% U R FEEEDIMRAIIC T LT 2k TH
%)
B. It is an unavoidable and purposeful part of how democracy works. (Z#UX T 138D HERES 5 LTl
shkwv, BRNARSTHh5)
C. Tt can be eliminated if citizens choose to avoid opposing views. (EIR2SNE 20T 2 2 & 23R L 7285
&, ZUkRTE %)
D. It proves that dictatorship is a more efficient system of government. (Z USRI D53 X b B 22 BUAR
Rifllcd 5 EERFHLTV2)
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(A7) BAXTTE LI NTLRGDIE?

A. Ancient Greek philosophers argued that democracy is only feasible in small-scale city-states because of
technological limitations. (U & ¥ DEH¥H B I%, BN IRA D dIc, REFFRIS/NBUEHS
ERTOAFEBARETH 5 & TR L )

B. Commercial competition among newspapers contributed to the outbreak of the Spanish-American War. ~ (CHifi]
MRS 3, RSO FEDO & o 7)

C. Modern mass media help sustain democracy by setting agendas, representing public opinion, and enabling
incidental political learning. (BUfRD <A X 74 71, sz e L, a2 RE L. MANLBOEYH %
HHEIC T 2 C &0 REEROMFFCHIMLT\w2)

D. Government-owned media organizations play a central role in ensuring democratic stability in modern

nations. (BRI D A 74 7%, BURERICE T 2 REBBROLE 2R T 5 LR 2afei %
WL Tw3)
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