The Root of Inequality #1

In July 1972,/

RIPPLE ENGLISH

19NFEDTH /

I was walking along a beach of New Guinea /

HiE= 2 —F =7 DiFIRVEZRVTV/

with a man called Yali. //

YV EWHIHE-FFIZ/

He asked me, /

PlFFIc TS/

A - T

B b AR EA 2 72 SAFF ST D02? /

“Why you white men have so much cargo, /

and we New Guineans have so little?” //

%Lf&%ﬁ&:l—¥:7Au%io&L#%ofm&m®#?Jﬁ

New Guineans use the word “cargo” to describe the material goods /

A= 3

Za—F =T AL IR EEBMZ2ERK T2 5L LTio k)

brought to their country by Westerners. //

FEANIC K2 Th S Ik (=3CUHDHER) //

His question was /

D ERIZ /

simply about the roots of inequality around the world. //

HERDIEAZDIL—V I D WTHEIZR) b Do/

He wanted to know why some countries are wealthier than others. //

iz, Lo EDpaEEEL CEPFET ZHBZAD ok D/

The immediate explanations were already clear. //

bo B EENZFHIZITCIKHLE >/

Europeans developed guns, germs and steel /

I—0 v N ADHOREE P2 RIS

before other parts of the world did. //

T FE oD fth oD Hindsk 12 SR BX VT T //

But that doesn’t fully answer his question. //

L2L, SR EEHOFOAD T OREZICIER>T0RY Y/

The point is how they developed these advantages in the first place. //

Fii, 223N o 3 ) LEEMNEZFICTAI LBTELDD Y/

Why was it Europe /

I —a v REolDh/

that first gained access to military power, /

RPNCEFENZ FICAND Z ERTE DD/

lethal diseases and advanced technologies? //

BN AR IE L itz (FIANDS 2 ERTE DN /

I had no idea what that answer was. //

FAMCIZZDEZDREZ XD o otz

Since then, I have worked on this question for 25 vyears /

ZFhdh o FAMF2EICH > T DEERNCELD AT 72 /

and now I think I know the answer. //

ZLTH, B2 OEADBS Do kB )
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The Root of Inequality #2

Probably the most familiar explanation is that /

RIPPLE ENGLISH

BZH5L, o b I HLFHHIT/

the inequality is the result of biological differences between races. //

WG AR YA L 207 (LWwH ) //

Europeans who colonized New Guinea in the 19th century believed /

I 2 —F =7 2R L 22 —a v S ALLIMEL T/

that the power and wealth were determined by race. //

HRBERFAMICI->TRESTB LY

They thought they were genetically superior to local New Guineans. //

PNSlE, M= a2 —F=7 AL X DEBEHNIENTVE L EoTnk /

To them, it was natural /

PNSIZEST, FRUIHRLR I ERE o7/

that Europeans were culturally more advanced than native population /

-y SALLREEDALDL L) UUWICHEL T2 DI/

simply because they were more intelligent. //

FFC s HEDIE ) DBAIBEDSEDEDS //

But this answer is not just arrogant, but it is also wrong. //

Ll ZOZEZBEIELRZ T TR, ZHZHHESTV S //

There is no firm evidence of genetic differences in intellectual ability /

FIBEI NS B 1) 2 BRI 7272 5 2 /8 I HifED» 2 Gl LIS AAAE L 2\ /

among peoples of different races or cultures. //

e 5 N UUD ANZ DITH HIREIIC BT 2 B{EIN 28 //

If there is no genetic difference in our ability between races, /

ANEDOBIDEIIEBNZEVDE R VDL E LS/

why did some cultures develop faster than others? //

¥ dH 5 UMD AL L D RICHE L 72D ? /)

The answer, I believe, is geography. //

ZDEZIHIUCH 2 LRIFE ST W3 )/

Some parts of the world have had more suitable environment /

HROH D HRIE, X DL LBREZ > TC\wik/

for prosperity. //

BRI GEHLK) /

Geography determined the fate of human societies. //

HBE DS NS DaEZ D 72D 72 )/

So. if New Guineans had enjoyed the same geographic advantages /

%0, bLloa—F=P ALEHEUHPNERNZEZ Lok L dnid/

as Europeans, /

I—u vy SANE ([FUHPRREL) /

they would have been the ones to invent guns. steam engines and the internet. //

FPESHER, A v —F v FPERFEWHL Do Eofndb Lk /)
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The Root of Inequality #3

Human history is as long as several millions years, /

_—
N_-

U

RIPPLE ENGLISH

NEDRESR S BT EEIS RS

and most of the time our ancestors had lived as hunter-gatherers. //

ZDIFEA LD, FAhk DI IFFREREARTEZ LTz //

They made their living /

NS 3R 2N T/

by running across savanna to hunt wild animals /

YNV 2ED H-> T Y 2 S o7 D /

and walking through the woods to gather wild food plants. //

BOP 2B TEXCNEYZ2EDD /)

Around ten thousand vears ago, /

B X Z1G4ERTIC /

some people began domesticating plants and animals. //

Tz B L7 O B 2 Kb L 72 b § 2 ADsBiagd 7 //

Agriculture was a very recent phenomenon. //

EHHE S BRIEDBER D /)

The transition to farming was clearly a decisive turning point /

AN DATIEIE S D I P N e liifiS 722 5 72

in human history. //

NEDRESIZ BT/

There were only a few parts of the ancient world /

ot FlicBwT, ~HiRiEAd L Lk ot )

that developed farming independently, /

MBI R SR S e (i) /

and in most places where farming began, /

ZLT, BEEPRESIHIBTIRIZIEA DG/

a large advanced civilization emerged. //

KBTIty 2 SCIASHI L 72 //

How did agriculture bring civilization? //

BHHIEDIHIICLTXHZ B 25TDEALIN? /)

Farming made it possible to feed far more people with far less land. //

B, XD/ I LA BT D KERAOZE) T E2U[EEIZT S //

Therefore human population became larger and denser. //

ZDrH, AMFE L), AOZEELHL &/

Large and dense population is necessary /

B e AL EEA AR 72 /

for centralized government, military power, /

R EEHERY 2 BUN P, HEE /

effective network of cooperation /

MR R IDH Yy b T —2 )

and the evolution of infectious diseases. //

I ST BYSED M Icd (WEARTIRE) //

Farming also produce extra food surplus, /

Fo, REBRFERL AT/

with which some people don’t have to work for getting food. //

ZIUT K oT, BREFEIELZNERL VAL TL S/

They can spend their time on specializing advanced technologies /

25 St R BARICH g 5 C ISR 2 ) C e TEK )/

like metal working and manufacturing. //

S LeEbEER 8D /)
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The Root of Inequality #4 page 1/2

If farming is so useful, /

_—
—N
- -

[ 4 U

RIPPLE ENGLISH

EERZNIEAMNES

why did only few ancient societies choose to do it? //

BB 5:EREY L HEROEE BP0 2 //

Well, actually they didn’t have a choice. //

FHiF, 2PNSIGERT 2 B R d o7 )/

For agriculture to be the basis for technological development, /

BB OB IC R B - o121d /

it has to be an efficient way of producing food. //

RS FRVEPEDS T E 2 EE TR T UT R S 5\ /)

And for agriculture to be efficient, /

BEEDIRINTH B 7 DITIF /

you need to have productive plants and animals. //

L PER 2 KA BNV DS B 72

There were only few species of wild plants and animals /

BEo#EEYHIZES N TS/

suitable for domestication, /

il - BEALICE L 72 (B iE) /

and they were distributed unequally around the world. //

Z LT, 205 I MHEICARPEE 4G LT/

Rice originated from a southwest part of China. //

KighEOEETZERE LT W25/

Wheat and barley were growing wild /

N - REFHAEL T/

in the Fertile Crescent in the Middle East. //

HR D MR = H H i< //

The Eurasian Continent were blessed /

2—5 7 REIZEEN TV /

with the most productive and nutritious plant species. //

b o &b A PERY TR D i AEYI RIS //

Eurasia also had the best animals for farming. //

22— TICFEECREBOEY L W/

There are nearly 2 million known species of wild animals, /

TEAEDSH S 10T\ 2 B AEB13200 D Fl IS JL 38 /

but the vast majority have never been farmed /

L2L, ZORGEIFESEALI NI LR/

because they don’t meet the requirements for domestication. //

17 & RELO T D DA 2T LTI\ Fe b /)

For example, carnivores such as lions are not suited /

Tl ZIE, IAA VDL ) HAREYIIEL T2/

because you have to grow other animals just to feed them. //

NS EE) DICE LB EE TR IFIUTL S RLH 5 /
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The Root of Inequality #4 page 2/2

They also have to be social animals and get along with humans /

U

RIPPLE ENGLISH

HRERH D NICHELS IV THIHESH S /

so that humans can easily control them. //

ADPMER LT WL I/

That gives a part of the reason /

ZUHHD 1272/

why Africans have failed to farm zebras /

77V AANLELERY e DORS{GICEI L 72/

though they resemble horses. //

BlcplcwuznicdbBbed

Throughout history, /

R E LB LT/

only 14 mammal species have ever been successfully domesticated. //

HHALE CHRBIEI L0 2 DR 14F 7250 72/

Out of these 14. /

NS 14EDH L /

none was from Australia, North America or sub-Saharan Africa. //

F—=AbZ70U 7, A7 XVA, YNTUURET 7)) ABEORIZ 1 Db/

South America only had llama. //

F7AVAET7~ (TASh) 2382

The other 13 were all from the Eurasian Continent, /

B DOIMIZ TR TL—5 > P RBEER /

including the big 4 livestock animals: cows, pigs, sheep and goat. //

4ODFBEREFY THLE. K, E. v XE2EL/

My years in New Guinea have convinced me /

Za—FXF=7 Tl I L ARV IZIAICHERE I ¢ 72/

that people around the world are fundamentally similar. //

R D AL FIAEIIZBITN S )/

Wherever you go. /

HHRDEZToTDH /

you can find people who are smart, intelligent and dynamic. //

BHT, M TIENEFEMDOH B ANLITHESI LB TES Y/

Eurasian societies advanced faster /

21— 73 TREDHZPIRICHEL DI/

not because they were more intelligent or diligent, /

25 HDSHIBRIC N 72 5 72526 Tl </

HHC N 6 IS EN T 2T 72/

but simply because they were lucky enough /

to have environmental advantages /

BRI M2 229 272100 (i) /

like useful species for domestication. //

RIS H R YD & 5 22 (Rl /
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The Root of Inequality #5 page 1/2

The roots of inequality around the globe /

RIPPLE ENGLISH

HUER b D A2 DA 72 R A1 /

will eventually come down to geographic luck. //

ARAS I BB 22 IS AT & 5 < /)

People living in the Eurasian Continent were geographically blessed /

12— P RBEIHEA TR AL S IR E EF N T /

in two ways. //

20D T/

One 1s /

120%/

that they had access to the best crops and animals for domestication, /

D05 DRI - KB RE LBV 2 Flc Anohic 2l L7

namely wheat. barley, rice, cows, pigs, sheep and horses. //

BRIIC AT 2265 & AN RFE, KR PR B B E )

All these species originated from Eurasia. //

INSDFETRTHL— 5 7 KEEEFER //

Another luck they had is about the shape of the continent. //

NS HEENTD ) 1 DDEHIL, KON /

Eurasia is long from east to west and narrow from north to south. /

2—F L PEFPICRE (PTeT, EdcRWIBEEZ LTWw 3 /

while the American Continents and African Continent are long /

— /7?2 ) A REERT 7Y A KEEIZE/

from north to south. //

pdbic (Bv) //

Therefore, Europe, the Middle East, India and China /

ZDkdH, —wa vy g EE/

are all at the same line of latitude. //

FEEOR EICH B //

Any places that share the same latitude /

HEZA LT 5H 6 W 2 Hikkid /

automatically share similar climate and vegetation. //

Crops and animals in the Middle East /

IR BL 7 S ot 2 RO 2 L% B /)
A D BYFE B IS/

can also thrive in many other parts of the continent. //

6] U KBEDR DG TCOHEDI L TE R/

That is why, for example, /

N, LEZIERDI EDHEE/

wheat spread quickly from the Fertile Crescent to Europe, /

ANEDNR = H A7 226 23— v R ~NHR I E5RR L /

and metal working technology from China to the rest of the continent. //

On the other hand, /

PRen B2 P El 2> & REED O MEIC R IERE L 7

T
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The Root of Inequality #5 page 2/2

the journey from one end of the America to the other /

RIPPLE ENGLISH

L7 A U A KBED—Vid2 & b 9 —Im~DEH) I /

is a journey from north to south, /

pdt % 5 CHETH D /

a journey through different climate zones and vegetation. //

g 5 Sdee R DM & vE CREEN 7 /)

These differences prevented the spread of crops and animals, /

29 L7 GERHAED) ECBBEYCH Y DIEREZ YT /

as well as people, ideas and technologies. //

AR, ANR7A 77, BAliofaiE S HA 7/

The next question is /

RDFEM] 13 /

why it was Europe and not China or the Middle East. //

5 (PEFEAITEII L 72 D1d) BRMNTH >, HELHHHIRTIE Lo Db //

Most of the useful plants and animals came from the Middle East. //
But because the environment was very fragile. /

3 EA ORI D S FEEEL 7 v/
L L, Z0HAREEIINEII S o778 /

they couldn’t sustain continuous intensive farming. //

EAIHY 20 S 2 MBI HERF 92 C L I3 TE Adpofe /)

China was almost always ruled by a single unified authority, /

PENZIFE EA SEICH - DOBEIC X o T I LT 7 /

while Europe have been divided by a lot of states /

—Jica—u vy REE L DERIIGHEIINTED /

competing to each other. //

BHWICE WS STV /)

Unlike China, /

rhE & 138D )

European land is separated /

A—a v OISR TS NT WS/

by high mountains and intricate coastlines, /

L2 O RE e RIS K > T/

making it difficult to be unified. //

ZDD. T L2000/

This diversity and competition are what gave Europe a head start. //

CDGRRIE L BEAD, 23— v SPREAM D ERE Lo 7/

Geography shapes the course of history. //

JES D J5m Z TEAE 2 DISHIBE S /

On a broad scale, where you live determines who you are. //

BELC, EALRANIZRSZ I, EZIMEDLD aspmcgribs ICXoTRFES /
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