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Collapse: Transition of Roman Society

"There are almost as many causes cited for Rome's collapse as there are
historians." Just as stated by an American journalist Walter Isaacson, more than
200 theories exist about the reasons behind the fall of the Roman Empire,
including pandemic diseases, declining birth rates, currency debasement and
inflation, stagnation of innovation, invasions by surrounding forces, and failure
to integrate foreign people, and all of them are true to some extent. The collapse
of the empire is so complicated that it can never be attributed to a single
exclusive cause.

While keeping that in mind, we would like to focus here on the aspect of
identity among the people; where they found authority and what united the
people. Authority is an intangible fiction, but it plays an important role in
organizing a community and integrating its members, which is clearly
elucidated in the history of the Roman Empire. When the foundation of identity
for its members is lost, the society can easily transform or collapse. Diocletian,
enthroned in A.D. 284, and Constantine, who followed him, experienced a
crucial turning point in authority and identity. What had psychologically united
the Empire? How had it been shifted or lost? What can we learn from its
collapse?

(1)

2

According to paragraph 1, which of the following is NOT mentioned as a cause
of the collapse?

A. low fertility

B. economic depression

C. loss of technologies

D. threats to public health

The word “intangible” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. invisible

B. unimaginable

C. indispensable

D. inseparable

(3) According to paragraph 2, what role does “authority” play in a society?

A. It guarantees military dominance over neighboring regions.

B. It provides a fictional narrative that destabilizes governments.

C. It serves as a psychological foundation that unites and organizes people.
D. It eliminates cultural diversity by enforcing a single religion.
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At its peak around A.D. 120, the Roman Empire controlled what is now
northern England, Portugal, and North Africa to Iraq, effectively making the
Mediterranean a Roman lake. However, most of its territories were provinces,
and they were not ruled through a centralized system. The city-state of Rome
governed countless other city-states individually, and the governance duties,
such as taxation and military recruitment, were outsourced to the local leaders.
Therefore, the rule of the empire depended on whether Rome could gain and
retain support from the regional elites. In other words, the system worked well
as long as the local leaders admired Roman authority and found its culture
attractive. Among the things that tied Rome with other regions, the most
significant was Roman citizenship. The city-state of Rome brought various
regions under its control by offering Roman citizenship to local chiefs and
ruling classes who supported its expansion. For people in the provinces and
foreign tribes, Roman citizenship was a symbol of success and promotion.

However, there was a crucial turning point in A.D. 212. Emperor Caracalla
issued the Constitution of Antoninus, granting Roman citizenship to all free
people within the empire. It might look like a noble attempt to establish an
egalitarian state, but the true motivation was collecting tax. Those holding
Roman citizenship were subject to an inheritance tax. His repeated
extravagance depleted the national treasury, so he aimed to overcome the
financial crisis by raising tax revenues.

Above all, Roman citizenship worked as a symbol of authority primarily
because it was granted to a selected few. It ceased to be a privilege when it was
given to all people. In the end, Caracalla’s measure led to abandoning the
foundation of Rome’s governance for centuries, and gradually, the city of Rome
was not considered distinctive. People experienced a subtle yet meaningful shift
in perspective from the “Empire of the City of Rome” to the “Empire of the
Roman Emperor.”

(4) According to paragraph 3, which of the following is true?
A. The Roman Empire ruled its provinces through a highly centralized
bureaucratic system.
B. Roman citizenship played an important role in maintaining loyalty from local
elites.
C. The Roman Empire required all citizens to move to the city of Rome.
D. Local leaders had little influence on the governance of their own regions.

(5) The word “extravagance” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. investment
B. recklessness
C. defeat
D. wastefulness

(6) According to paragraph 4, what was the real reason Emperor Caracalla granted
Roman citizenship to everyone?

A. He believed in equality and wanted to unite the empire.

B. He needed to recruit more soldiers from the provinces.

C. He wanted to increase tax revenue to solve a financial crisis.

D. He aimed to spread Roman culture and language more widely.

(7) According to paragraph 5, which of the following is NOT true?
A. Roman citizenship lost its prestige when it was extended to everyone.
B. Caracalla’s policy contributed to weakening the traditional Roman
governance system.
C. The city of Rome remained the unique and central focus of the empire after
Caracalla’s measure.
D. There was a shift in perception from loyalty to the city of Rome to loyalty to
the emperor.
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Roman emperors are different from the emperors of Chinese dynasties, the
Japanese emperors, or the kings of medieval Europe. For example, the Japanese
emperors are said to be the descendants of Amaterasu, the supreme deity in
Japanese mythology, and their authority is established through faith and lineage.
In contrast, Roman emperors were officially ordinary citizens, not distinguished
by religion or blood. This stems from the long history of Rome. Before Imperial
Rome began in 27 B.C., the city had nearly 500 years of republican governance,
cultivating a cultural resistance to autocracy. Rome’s dislike of dictatorship is
clearly shown in the careful considerations of Augustus, the first de facto
emperor. While virtually holding absolute power, he insisted on calling himself
the “first citizen” and at least formally maintained the republican system. For
the subsequent 3 centuries, Roman emperors officially remained citizens. As
long as they governed wisely and brought peace and prosperity, they earned
respect and were even called “the lord” by the people.

However, after the death of Marcus Aurelius in A.D. 180, the last of the Five
Good Emperors, a series of misrule and political chaos rapidly undermined the
emperor’s prestige. Assassinations became common, and the throne was even
auctioned off. With the loss of authority, the source of power shifted entirely to
military support—emperors who lost it were easily replaced or killed. Since
A.D. 235, regional armies fought to place their candidates on the throne. In the
next 50 years, 26 emperors were enthroned, 24 of whom were either
assassinated or killed in war. Emperors were no longer respected.

Diocletian, who rose to power in A.D. 284 after settling this period of turmaeil,
sought to restore the authority of the emperor. He abandoned the idea of the
emperor as a citizen, instead asked people to call him “the lord.” To further
reinforce his authority, he revived the worship of traditional Roman deities. He
identified himself as the son of the supreme god Jupiter, and mandated people to
worship Roman gods. However, this led to an unexpected result.

(8) According to paragraph 6, how did Roman emperors differ from rulers like
Japanese emperors or medieval European kings?
A. Roman emperors ruled through divine authority and religious rituals.
B. Roman emperors claimed legitimacy through military conquest alone.
C. Roman emperors were officially ordinary citizens, not legitimized by religion
or bloodline.
D. Roman emperors were chosen by popular vote in annual elections.

(9) According to paragraph 7, what major change occurred in the source of power
for Roman emperors after A.D. 1807

A. Emperors gained authority through religious ceremonies.

B. Power shifted from public support to military backing.

C. The Senate regained full control over imperial succession.

D. Emperors were chosen by democratic vote.

(10) The word “turmoil” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. chaos
B. war
C. disaster
D. transition

(11) According to paragraph 8, which of the following is true?
A. Diocletian promoted a more democratic image of the emperor as an ordinary
citizen.
B. Diocletian’s efforts to strengthen imperial authority included reviving
traditional Roman religion.
C. Diocletian rejected all associations with Roman deities to avoid public
backlash.
D. Diocletian’s reign marked the end of emperor worship and religious
mandates in the empire.
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10.

I1.

When Diocletian took power in 284, both the prestige of Roman citizenship and
the emperor had already been lost, so he sought for something to reunite people
throughout the vast empire. He thought it should be religion. He restored
traditional Roman deities and obligated the public to worship them. However,
he faced strong resistance from a certain group of people; Christians. They were
not prohibited from practicing their Christian faith. Diocletian’s request was that
they could continue praying to the Christian God, but they also had to worship
the Roman polytheistic deities. However, since Christianity is a monotheistic
religion, worshiping other gods is strictly prohibited, and believers resisted the
order at the risk of their lives.

To Diocletian, who allowed the Christian faith, their obstinate attitude appeared
arrogant. Moreover, he could not disregard their attitude because he thought that
the key to achieving lasting peace was universal adherence to a single faith. In
303, Diocletian issued edicts ordering the destruction of the Bible and the arrest
of priests. Across the empire, Christians who refused to abandon their faith were
executed, but Christian churches resisted, producing many martyrs in the
process. Ironically, this massive persecution exhibited the unity, resilience, and
potential influence of Christian communities. Also, solidarity among the
survivors became even stronger by sharing the memory of enduring the hardship
and the death of their fellow believers.

His failure implies that the traditional set of authority had already lost its
potential to support the rule. Such societal transitions are inevitable in shifting
eras. Restoration of traditional authority was no longer possible, and people
needed a brand new identity that fits the changing Roman Empire. Constantine,
who succeeded Diocletian, came to realize that the new axis of identity couldn’t
have been anything but Christianity.

(12) According to paragraph 9, which of the following is NOT true?
A. Diocletian tried to use religion to unify the Roman Empire.
B. Christians resisted Diocletian’s order because their religion forbids
worshiping multiple gods.
C. Diocletian allowed Christians to continue their faith as long as they also
worshiped Roman gods.
D. Christians accepted Diocletian’s policy because it permitted them to worship
their God.

(13) According to paragraph 10, what was one unexpected outcome of Diocletian’s
persecution of Christians?
A. Christianity was completely eradicated from the empire.
B. Christians lost their faith and converted to Roman polytheism.
C. The persecution strengthened the unity and influence of Christian
communities.
D. The Bible was permanently banned and never reproduced.

(14) According to paragraph 11, what does Constantine’s realization about
Christianity suggest?
A. He recognized Christianity as the only viable foundation for a new societal
identity.
B. He saw Christianity as a temporary solution to please the public.
C. He wanted to restore traditional Roman religious authority.
D. He believed Roman polytheism would eventually regain popularity.
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13.

14.

15.

Diocletian failed to restore the status of traditional Roman deities. His
successor, Constantine, chose to harness Christianity’s influence instead.
Traditional polytheism had lost its appeal and cohesion, while the Christian
Church had gained political influence in many cities through its increasing
followers and strong organization. In 313, Constantine issued the Edict of
Milan, officially approving Christianity. Also, he shifted the empire’s center to
the more prosperous and christianized eastern regions. Constantine left Rome,
which was deeply rooted in polytheistic traditions, and moved the capital to
Byzantium, later renamed Constantinople. During the 4th century, the Roman
Empire gradually evolved into a Christian state. After its division in 395, the
relationship between the government and Christianity determined each half’s
fate.

The Eastern Roman Empire, centered in Constantinople, effectively integrated
Christian authority, becoming the Byzantine Empire. The Church supported

imperial legitimacy by designating the emperor as “God’s representative,” while

the emperor protected the Church and arbitrated theological debates. This
system lasted until 1453, when Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Empire.

In the West, Christianity’s authority grew independently from the government.
Citizens began identifying themselves as “Christians” rather than “Romans.”
Regional elites had to realize that they have to take on the role of bishop
themselves to maintain unity of their communities. Also, the Catholic Church
united cities through the network of churches. By the 5th century, the Church
and pope unified city-states much like Rome and the emperor had done in the
Ist and 2nd Centuries.

Thus, the Roman Empire didn’t collapse but transformed into a Christian-
centered society. With the expansion of the empire and the transition of the
society, traditional authority and social bonds had been eroded, which was
effectively filled by Christianity. Yet, why did Christianity rise in the first place?
How did a tiny messianic movement of Judaism displace traditional deities and
become the dominant faith of the Roman Empire?

(15) According to paragraph 12, which of the following is true?

A. Constantine continued Diocletian’s efforts to revive traditional Roman
polytheism.

B. The Christian Church had little political influence when Constantine came to
power.

C. The Edict of Milan marked the official approval of Christianity in the Roman
Empire.

D. Constantine strengthened Rome as the capital to preserve its polytheistic
heritage.

(16) The word “arbitrate” in the passage is closest in meaning to

A. approve
B. fund
C. stop
D. mediate

(17) According to paragraph 14, which of the following is true?

A. In the Western Roman Empire, Christianity remained under the direct control
of the government.

B. The Catholic Church played a central role in uniting cities after the decline of
imperial power.

C. Regional elites avoided involvement in religious affairs to focus on local
governance.

D. Citizens of the Western Roman Empire continued to identify mainly as
Romans in the 5th century.

(18) Within the whole passage, all of the following were mentioned, EXCEPT

A. The Roman Empire expanded so widely that it became difficult to maintain
centralized governance.

B. Christianity gained influence partly due to its promise of eternal peace in
heaven.

C. Diocletian converted to Christianity in his later years.

D. Roman citizenship lost its symbolic power after it was granted to everyone.
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Answers
e
@)A
3)C
4B
(5)D
©C
nc
®C
B
(10) A
(11)B
(12) D
(13)C
(14) A
(15 C
(16) D
(17)B
(18) C

1Bk 2 &, IO L LTSI NTOL RO END»?
A. low fertility (f&HIZE3¥)

B. economic depression (F&FAM=1 v 7LD &)

C. loss of technologies (FZfliD¥4:)

D. threats to public health (AR ENDEH=FEHD Z &)

(2) X @ “intangible (Tl &) 2 BRI ST\ DI
A.invisible (FIZHLZ7%0)

B. unimaginable (A% L 372 \»)

C. indispensable (AN R7%)

D. inseparable (U] D) fffd- 72 \»)

@) 2BHEIC kduE, THERL 13HRICB LT ED L ) ARE % i

A. It guarantees military dominance over neighboring regions. (WTBFHUIEIZ XF 9 2 BB MEZ PRAET %)
B. It provides a fictional narrative that destabilizes governments. (BUff % NEE I T 2 Q422D YEE% 1T %)
C. It serves as a psychological foundation that unites and organizes people. (A% ZM&5& ¥, HlikiLd 2
DB E UTHERET %)

D. It eliminates cultural diversity by enforcing a single religion. (Hi—®5E# % i3 2 2 & XLV S EE%
P9 %)

@) 3BHEDNRICEHT DI ?

A. The Roman Empire ruled its provinces through a highly centralized bureaucratic system. (72— =& [E] (3 5 £
IR L S N E R 208 U TEM 2 A LT v i)

B. Roman citizenship played an important role in maintaining loyalty from local elites. (2 —=21fi BoMEIZ,
W DATIED S DIBFRD 2 MR 2 ETHERRHZ R L)

C. The Roman Empire required all citizens to move to the city of Rome. (7 —=#EIZ TR TOHRICE —=
HANDBEZ BB Twi)

D. Local leaders had little influence on the governance of their own regions. (M5 DFEF X, H & DHIK D
BIIZEA B R Ri>Toh o)

(5) XD “extravagance” & IR IV DI
A. investment (£#)

B. recklessness (fEZX)

C. defeat (Hzdk)

D. wastefulness (JR%%)

(6) 4BFEIC XU, H T H FFEBTRTOANIC 0 — iM% G- 2 72 A OB 3] 2> 2

A. He believed in equality and wanted to unite the empire. CEFEDEIEEZF L, WHEZH L7z o72)

B. He needed to recruit more soldiers from the provinces. (JBM 2> 5% { D% SLET 2080 H > 72)

C. He wanted to increase tax revenue to solve a financial crisis. (UGS i3 2 72 ICBUNZ B> L
Tdpotz)

D. He aimed to spread Roman culture and language more widely. (0@ —<vD3 L Bz K DA IAD D 2 &
ZHIEL )

(7) SBEEEDNFEICHBL 20D ?

A. Roman citizenship lost its prestige when it was extended to everyone. (W — =TI RMEIZTRTHD NITHIEKRE
nrBicz oG %2> 1)

B. Caracalla’s policy contributed to weakening the traditional Roman governance system. (4 7 % 7 OB X,
E#EI 7% 1 — < DFEEARS] O SGR(LICERR L 72)

C. The city of Rome remained the unique and central focus of the empire after Caracalla’s measure. (71 77}
7 DOEREER S, B —ilil I E QM2 >IN AL TH Y Kl 72)

D. There was a shift in perception from loyalty to the city of Rome to loyalty to the emperor. (7 — =T~ &3
25 RO A &R L 72)

) 6EBEIC I, v—<ERIEHAROREPHH I -0y NOED L) BIMIGE L LD X ) ITRE >
TWieh?

A. Roman emperors ruled through divine authority and religious rituals. (7 — v 47 (X DOMEIL & ZBE I
Lo THIA L 72)

B. Roman emperors claimed legitimacy through military conquest alone. (72— 5445 (L FRNIEARD 212 & >
TiE#tEZ TR L 72)

C. Roman emperors were officially ordinary citizens, not legitimized by religion or bloodline. (77— 47
ERCF TR TH O, FERIMEIC & > TIEHMEZ b Tl Edo7)

D. Roman emperors were chosen by popular vote in annual elections. (7 — 2 E4{7 |3 fg:4F 328 CEIREL T IC
XoTEIENT)

(9) TEETEIC KU, PEIE1SO4ELARE, v — < B DM ORI ED K 9 R E R Z > 72022

A. Emperors gained authority through religious ceremonies. (247 13 5% % W U CTHER % 1572)

B. Power shifted from public support to military backing. (HEJJIZE DX Fih & HAN 1% 2 E N & BAT
L7)
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C. The Senate regained full control over imperial succession. (JGE 1% R HAICE T 2 54 e 2 LD 57
L7)
D. Emperors were chosen by democratic vote. (247 1&REM R X > GRIBZ 117:)

(10) XD “turmoil” & BEDR TV DI
A. chaos (Ji¥L)

B. war (%)

C. disaster (55%)

D. transition (Z3&)

(1) 8BEA DB AT 2DIE ?

A. Diocletian promoted a more democratic image of the emperor as an ordinary citizen. (74 427 L 74 7 X A
ik, B MR E LTI S, K RIENAGA XA -V 2HHEL 72)

B. Diocletian’s efforts to strengthen imperial authority included reviving traditional Roman religion. (54 7%
2 VT4 T XA RSEHERE LD D flA I, BHING e — < B ROEEBE ENT»)

C. Diocletian rejected all associations with Roman deities to avoid public backlash. (74 &7 L 74 7 X A7
. EROKFEZMT 5720, n—vOML LDH S LFERDEZFERL %)

D. Diocletian’s reign marked the end of emperor worship and religious mandates in the empire. (74 %27 L 7«

(12) IBEEDNFRICAHK L 2Dl ?

A. Diocletian tried to use religion to unify the Roman Empire. (74 47 L 74 7 X Aifld 0 —2EZ 7T
2 OIFRERML L) ELK)

B. Christians resisted Diocletian’s order because their religion forbids worshiping multiple gods. (¥ VU A b #fi %,
WS DFHEPEBEOMELSHET 22 LA KL C0kd, T4 A7 LT 4 7 X AHDOMAITEILL 72)

C. Diocletian allowed Christians to continue their faith as long as they also worshiped Roman gods. (74 4 7 L
T4 T ARRE, FYAMEGER R — 2 OfMA HREET LR Bk s 2 LeHFTLk)

D. Christians accepted Diocletian’s policy because it permitted them to worship their God. (¥ Y A it
X, ARbOMZLHET 2 2 L2IMENID, T4 ZT LT 4 7 X AMDOBEEZEZITANT)

AN I0RTEICE B L, TA AL T4 7R AMICTE 5% ) A P EGBEED PR SfE R0 —2 137 2
A. Christianity was completely eradicated from the empire. (¥ V) A b ZUIFH[E D> & FEA IR X 9172)

B. Christians lost their faith and converted to Roman polytheism. (¥ U 2 FBFEXEMZ I\, v—2D%4f
AR L)

C. The persecution strengthened the unity and influence of Christian communities. GHEIZ&->TFY R b
PALNHADRE R LB E 1D E > 72)

D. The Bible was permanently banned and never reproduced. (BHFEFIZ/KAICEE LI N, “EEEBI NS 2 &
7% t)

(14 NBFEIC kUL, av RAF T4 ZADX Y A PSP 2383k 2 R L TWw» 50 ?
A. He recognized Christianity as the only viable foundation for a new societal identity. (#%13¥¥ Y 2 b &%,
PLORETA TV 74 74 OUME—DFBINFEL IR & kL Tnikz)

B. He saw Christianity as a temporary solution to please the public. (%% Y A F &%, KREZWHLE I3 7%
DD RS & s LTwik)

C. He wanted to restore traditional Roman religious authority. (72— DAV EIINEE % [ L 72025

72)

D. He believed Roman polytheism would eventually regain popularity. (13 7 — = O % MEPRALITIZ ANK %
WY RT EfGLTwT)

(15) 12BIEDNFICEET 2 DI ?

A. Constantine continued Diocletian’s efforts to revive traditional Roman polytheism. (2> A% ¥ 74 X A1,
TAA T VT4 T X AMDEN %R 0 — < S A DOEIE~D L)) % fkiE L 72)

B. The Christian Church had little political influence when Constantine came to power. (3 ¥ 2% ¥ 7 4 X Adff
PHENZESEE, ¥R MESRBIRNEE N ZIZE A>T ol)

C. The Edict of Milan marked the official approval of Christianity in the Roman Empire. (3 7/ %51,
72— B T 52X VA FRADOAAERREZ R L)

D. Constantine strengthened Rome as the capital to preserve its polytheistic heritage. (2> 2% ¥ 74 X A&,
SUBROMEZET 27dic, m—<2EH L LTRLL %)

(16) XX o “arbitrate (fh# 3 2%) » & FEKRAR BTV DI
A. approve (K#RT %)

B.fund (E<&:f2ftd %)

C.stop (1k®2)

D. mediate ({559 %)

(17) VBREDONE L EET 5D ?

A. In the Western Roman Empire, Christianity remained under the direct control of the government. (V§ 1 — =47

ElIcB VT, ¥ VR P BUEBIN OB 2SR TICE» T )

B. The Catholic Church played a central role in uniting cities after the decline of imperial power. (3f7[E D %E

B, A Yy 2 AR O ICE L TILN AR 2 B L)

C. Regional elites avoided involvement in religious affairs to focus on local governance. (Hi/5o =) — b & IL5%
HIEA~ DB G- % 8, Hs IR ICE M 2 E )

D. Citizens of the Western Roman Empire continued to identify mainly as Romans in the 5th century. (P41 — <4
Eoifiid, sttidicsutd, Rice—< AL LTOARERLHIT )

18 KX &fFz@ L TN s T old

A. The Roman Empire expanded so widely that it became difficult to maintain centralized governance. (7 — =7
FElEd F DITbIERICR > 7tz FRENREN AR 2 iR 2 2 L SR 7 > 72)

B. Christianity gained influence partly due to its promise of eternal peace in heaven. (¥ V) & +EA35524 7] % 1Y
L7eold, KENCE T 2 KEDFMZRIRL 72 2 B3 —HTH2)

C. Diocletian converted to Christianity in his later years. (74 42 L 54 7 X A IWIEICF Y A b EIT
FLT)

D. Roman citizenship lost its symbolic power after it was granted to everyone. (V1 —<ii[HEIZ TXRTHAICH
26Ntk ZORMINE %I >1)
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